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Official transcript of the International 
Military Tribunal, in the matter of: The 
United States of America, The French Republic, 
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and 
Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics against Hermann Wilhelm 
Goering, et al, Defendants, sitting at 
Nurnberg, Germany, on 26 love:aber 1945, 
1000-1230, Lord Justice Lawreace, presiding. 


Dr. SAUTER: (Defense Counsel): May it pease the Court, I should 
like to make an application, I am Dr. Seuter and defend the accused 
von Ribbentrop. Dated the 30th of October, tle accused, von Ribbentrop, 
requests that his former secretary, Micrgerita Elank, who at the time 
was in the prison at Nurnberg, micht be made available to hin in order 
that he might make his amswer tc the indictmént and make a complete 
survey of the way he carried out the cuties of his office curing the 
last seven or eight ycers. He wished to dictate then. 

On the Mth of November, 1945, the Tribunal allowed this plea. 

The accused, von Ribbentrop, thereupon, for a few hours was akle to 
dictate, but this was stopped for reasons, whieh are unknown to the 
accused, von Ribbentrop, Ribbentrop has also not received back the 
notes, wnich he dictated to his secretary, neither in shorthand nor 

in typed script; nor has he been able since then to dictate to 
Fraulein Blank, Ribbentrop then repeated his request on the 15th of 
November, but iitss Blank has not since then deen nade available, The 
accused, von Ribbentrop, therefore, makes the application to the Court 
thet the President be good enough to decree that his former secretcry, 
Margerita Blank, be made available again in order thet he micht dictate 
to her es he considers necessery. Such permission seems to be neces- 
sary for the orderly preparation of Ribbentrop's defense before hys 
hearing and for the hearing of the defense witnesses, 

In the case of Ribbentrop, pérticularly, the material that is to 
be treated is soe voluminous that no other way of treating it secns 


possible to us. The accused, von Ribbentrop, has a further requcst to 
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make. He has often asked that some of his former colleasucs, in parti- 
cular, Ambassador Gaus, the Ambassador von Rintelen, Minister von Son- 
nleitner, Professor Fritz Berber, and the Under Secretary of State 
Henke might be brought to Nurnberg as witnesses, and that he may be 
ocrmitted, in the presence of nis counsel, to speak to these witnesses. 
This request has been refused in part by the Court on the lOth of 
November; for the rest it hag not dcen decided, 

It is quite impossible for the accused, von Ribbentrop, considering 
the question of the whole of foreign policy for thc last seven or eight 
years, to give a clear and exhaustive account of the forcign policy 
of the last seven or eight years, if ncthing is made available to hin 
except a pencil end peper. The White Bocks of the Forcign Office, for 
which he has asked, have not been given to him. Von Ribbentrop, con- 
sidering the voluminous character of the matcrial, which the foreign 
policy of Germany cntailed during the iast seven or eight ycars, 
cannot possibly remenbor every single date of the events and the 
decuments, ct cetera, simply without any outside aid. If his memory-- 
by means of a discussion with his former colleagues -=- could be 
supported by this, then without this he would find it impossible, 

In addition, von Ribbentrop during the last four veers has been 
teking a great many slccping crops, in particular bromides, and for 
this reason his memory has suffered considerably. For the investigation 
of the historical truth in a’ ficld, which not only interests the Court, 
but also the whole of the world, very little would be gained if von 
Ribbentrop in the course of his hearing would have to ceclare over 
ond over egein he could not remember a great number of details. 

Ribbentrop, therefore, replys to the Court end begs that his 
named colleagucs may be brought here ena that Ribbentrop reccive 
permission, in order to prepare fcr the rest of the trial, to discuss 
the material with them. 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal has already intimated to Defendants! 


Counsel, that ell applications should, as fear as practicable, be made 


in writing and they consider that the applications, which have now been 
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made orałłly, should have bcen made in writing. They will considcr 
the facts with reference to the application in Fano to the 
Defendant Ribbentrop's secretary, The othcr epplications, as to 
witnesses and documents, which have been mede in writing, hawe been 
considered or will be considered by the Tribunal. 

DR. SAUTER: Mr. President, Allow me to make the observation that 
the applications which I have mage today, have often been lodged with 
the Court in writing, but my client is very anxjous lest he should have 
difficulties in preparing his own hearing. 

THE PRESIDENT: As was announced at the sitting on Friday, Counsel 
for the Prosecttion, werc to try and arrange with Defendents' Counsel 
some satisfactory arrangement with reference to the production of docus 
ments in the German language, In aecordance with that announcement, 
Counsel for the Prosecution saw Counsel for the Defense, and representa- 
tives of the Prosecution and the Defense, appeared before the Tribunal 
and the fribufal has provisionally made the following errensement: First, 
thet in the future, only such parts of documents as are reac in Court 
by the Prosecution, shall in the first instance be part of the record, 
in that way, those parts of the documents will be conveyed to Defendants' 
Counsel through the carphones in German, Second, in order that Defendants 
and their Counsel may hove an opportunity to inspectin- such dccuments 
Rn their entirety in Germen, a photostatic copy of the orisinal and one 
ecpy therecf shall be cepcsite? in the Defendants! Counsel room at the 
same time thet they are produced im court. Three, the Uefencants' Cotnsel 
thay at any time refer to any other part of such documents. Four, Prosecu- 
ting Counsel will furnish Defeydants! Coufisel with ten copics of thtir 
triel briefs in English ang five copies of their books cf documents 
in English at the time such briefs end books are furnished to the 


Tribunal, Five, Defendants! Counsel will be furnished with cne copy 


cach of the transcript cf the preceedings. That is all, 
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United States, 

MR. ALDERMAN: May it please the Tribunal, may I make, Mr, 
President, one inquiry with reference te yo rs refer.-ce to trial 
bviefs. 

On my scstion of the case I shall not expect to hand up to the 
Court trial briefs, ‘natever I have in the nature of trial briefs 
will be put covor the mr“. rophone. I wonder if that is satisfactory,’ 

THE PRESIDENT: I think what I said meets that-care. 

IR, ALDERMAN; I thought so, yes. 

THE PRESIDENT: Because what I said was that the dafendante' 
counsel would k- furnished with ten copies of the t tal briefs in 
Engl sh at the same time that they are furnished to the Tribunal, 
Therefore, if you don't furnish the trial briefs to the Tribunal none 
will be furnished to the Defendants! eounsel, 

lR. ALDERMAN; Yes. 

When the Tribunal rose on Friday last, I had just completed an 
introductory statement preliminary to the presentata. of evidence 
on the aggressive war aspect of the ease, In that introductor= 
statement I k d invited attention to the parts of the Charter and to 
the parts of the Indictment which are pertinent to this aspect of the 
vasé, I hac lso discussed the relationship between recorded history 
and the evidence to he presented, indicating what sort of additions 
to recorded history would be made by the evidence contained in the 
caçured documents. 

shen indicated te the Court’ that I would first hezin by 
presenting singly a handful of captured documents, which, in our 
opini, prove the corpus of the erime of aggressive war, leaving 
no reasonable doubt concerning the aggressive charactor of the 
Nazi war, or concerning the conspiratory premeditation of th:t war, 
I ind eated to the Tribunal tet after proving =,c corpus of che 
crime in this way I would follow the presentation of this evidenee 


with a more or less chronologieal presentation of the ease on 
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activities of the conspirators from 1933 to 191. 
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As the members of the Tribunal may understand, it is casier to 
make plans a>cut presentation than to keep them. There have been, 
by necessity, some ch-nges in our plans. I indicated on Friday that 
oo 2 certain extent the American case under Count 1 and the British 
case under Count 2 would interlock, The British Chief Prosecutor, 
Sir Sidney Shalicross, is by force of circumstances required to be 
in London this week, He expects to be back next week, The intention 
now is that he will make his opening statement covering Count 2 of 
the Indictment, and such interrelated parts of Count 1 of the Indict- 
ment as have not by then beon presented, when he returns on Monday. 

So that what is at the moment planned, if it meets with the 
Court's views, is that I shall continue as far as I may within two 
days of this week on the detailed story as to aggressive war; that 
thereupon we shall alter the presentation and present some other 
mattcrs coming under Count 1, Then, folloving the British Chief 
Prosecutor's opening on Monday of next weck, we shall continue 
Jointly with the Chapters on Poland, Russia, Japan, as parts of 
both Counts 1 and Counts 2, While thav nay not be strictly lo~vical 
it seems to us the best method to proceed under the circumstances, 

I turn now to the period of 1933 to 1936, a period characterized 
by an orderly, planned sequence of preparation for war, This is the 
period covered by Paragraphs 1 and 2 of IV(f) of the Indictment. This 
may-ho foun? at Pego 7 of the printed English text of the Indictment, 

The essential character of this period was the formulation and 
execution of the plan to rearm and to re-occupy and fortify the 
Rhineland in viclation of the Treaty of Versailles and other treaties 
in order to acquire military strength and political bargaining 


power to be 
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P- war, producing evidence in greater detail of the relevant 
sotiwitios of the conspirators from 1933 to 191. 

As the members of the Tribunal may understand, it is casier to 
make plans about presentation than to keep them. There have been, 
by necessity, some changes in our plans. I indicated on Friday that 
vo a eccrtain extent the American case under Count 1 and the British 
case under Count 2 would interlock, The British Chief Prosecutor, 
Sir Sidney Shallcross, is by force of circumstances required to be | 
in London this week, Ye expects to be back next week. The intention 
how is that he will make his opening statenent covering Count 2 of 
the Indictment, and such interrelated parts of Count 1 of the Indict- 
ment as have not by then been presented, when he returns on Monday. 

So that what is at the moment planned, if it meets with the 
Court's views, is that I shall continue 2s far as I may within two 
days of this week on the detailed story as to aggressive war; that 
thereupon we shall alter the presentation and present some other 
matters coming under Count l. Then, following the British Chicf 
Prosecutor's opening on Monday of next week, we shall continue 
Jointly with the Chapters on Poland, Russia, Japan, as parts of 
both Counts 1 and Counts 2, While that may not be strictly logical 
it seems to us the best method to proceed under the circumstances, 

I turn now to the »eriod of 1933 to 1936, a period characterized 
by an orderly, planned sequence of preparation for war, This is the 
period covered by Paragraphs 1 and 2 of IV(f) of the Indictment. This 
may ho foun? at Peso 7 of the printed English text of the Indictment, 

The essential character of this period was the formulation and 
execution of the plan to rearm and to re-occupy and fortify the 
Rhineland in violation of the Treaty of Versailles and other treaties 
in order to acquire military strength and political bargaining 


power to be 
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P.. against other nations, 

ritler's own eloquence in a secret speech delivered 
to all supreme commanderg on 25 Nove.ber 1939, at 1200 hours, 
is sufficient to charactorize this phase of tre Nazi conspir- 


acy. Ihis document cones to hand as a captured document 


the High Command of the rmy, Chief of the High Commend of the 


2 
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Armed Forces -- end was captured at FPlensbeerg. The document 
is nuubered 789-PS in ovr nuibered series of documents. 

I have in my hand, if the Court please, the German 
original of this document in the condition in which it was 
captured, and 1 wish to offer the document in evidence and 
have it «ven the nroper serial number as the United States 
“rosecutors exribit, The sericl nuwer, I understand, is 
United States Exhibit 23. i would ask that the German text 
of the orignal be handed to the interpreters, the German 
interpreters, 

If the Court please, understanding the ruling just made 
by the presiding justice,clthough I have offered the entire 
document, it is 2 very 9ng speech, cnd I shall not read into 
the record the entire speeck, Of course the presiding judge 


said defense counsol may insert any other parts of it as they 
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i shall begin reading at the beginning, and read a little 


wore than half of the first page in the English text, I am 
o.-vised that the German original is marked with a blue pencil 
at the point where I shall stop reading. I will rend the 
wimslish trenstation;: 


"Novenber 28, 1939, 1200 hourg. Conference with the 


fuehrer, to which ali Supreie Commanders are ordered. The 


Fuchre> gives the following speech: 
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; “The purpose of this conference is to give you an idea 
of tre world of my thoughts, which takes charge of me, in the 
face of fusure events, and to tell you my decisions. The 
ouillding up of our armed forces was only possible in connection 
with the ideological" =- tro German word is ‘weltanschaulich? 
-- “education of the German people by the Party,“ 

If I may interpolate just to comment on that interesting 
German word, weltansckaulich. I take it that ideological is 
about as close a translation as we can get, but the word means 
more than that. It means 2 whole attitude towards the world, 


the way of looking on the world, 


Ci 
© 
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“When I stari my political task" -- I am quoting again 
--" in 1919, my strong belief in final suecess was besed on a 
thorough observation of the events of the day «and the study of 
tre reasons for their occurrence, ‘Therefore, I never lost my 
belief in the midst of setbacks which were not spared mo during 


s~ 


my period of stru`zlo., Providonce has kad the last word and 
brought mo success. On top of that, I had a clear rocomition 
of tho probable covrse o? historical events, and the firm will 
to make brutol docisions,. the first decision was in 1919 when 
I after long internal conflict became £ politician end took up 
the struggle against my onenios, That was the hardest of all 
dccisions, 1 had, loowcever, the firm beliof that I would arrive 
at ny goal. irst of ali, 1 desirod £: new systom of selection, 
Il wanted to oducate a minority which would take over the leader- 
Ship. 4fter 15 yoars I arrived at my goal, cfter strenuous 
strugzglos and many setbacks. Yhron I camo to powor in 1933, a 
period of the most difficult struggle lzy behind me. Evory- 


hing oxisting before thet had collapsed, I had to reorganizo 


overything Deginning with the mass of the pcople and oxtonding 


it to the «red ferecs. First reorgenization of tho intcrior, 
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abolishment of eppearances of decay and dofontiat ideas, 
education to heroism. Whilo reorganizing the interior, lI 
undertook the second task: to reloase Germany from its 
international tices. Two particular characteristics are to 

be pointed out: secession from the League of Nations and 
denunciation of the disarmoment conference. It was ea hard 
decision. “he nuwuber of prohets who predicted that it would 
lead to the occupation of the Rhincland was larto, the number 


of bclicvers was very smali, I was supported by the 
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nation, which stood firmly behind me, when I carried out my intentions. 
After that thes order for rearmament, Here avain there were numerous 
prophets who predicted misfortunes, and only a few believers. In 1935 

the introduction of cumpulsory armed servive, After that militarization 

of the Rhineland, again a process believed to be immossible at that time. 
The number of people who put trust in me was very small, Then beginning of 
the fortification of the whéle country especially in the west, 

"One year later, Austria came" == I suppose he meant Austria went == 
"this step also was considered doubtful, It brought about a considers ile 
reinforcement of the Reich, The next step was Bohemia, lMoravia and Poland, 
This step also was mot possible to accomplish in one campaign. First of 
all, the western fortification had to be finished, It was not possible 
to reach the goal in one effort. It was clear to me from the first moment 
that I could not be satisfied with the Sudeten =- “erman territory. That 


m 
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was only partial solution. he decision to march into Pohemia was made, 
Then followed the erection of the Protectorate, and with that basis for 
the action against Poland was laid, but I wasn't qvite clear at that time 
whether I should start first against the east and then in the west, or 
vice - versa", 

There are some curious antitheses of thovght in that speech, as in most 
of Adolf Hitler's speeches, In one sentence he combines guidance by 
providence with the making of brutal decisions, He canstantly speaks of how 
very few people were with him, and yet the mass of the German people rere 
with him. But he does give a brief summary of the gist of what is 
contained in the allegations of -ourIndictment, to which I have invited 
your attention: The organization of the mass of the people, then extending 
to the armed forces, and the various brutal decisions that he did make 
about which history knows. 

That long document contains other material of creat interest, It may 
be that we shall advert to .other portaions of it later, At this point, 
however, I have simply asked the Court to focus attention to the matter I 


have just read and its bearing on the development of the conspiracy during 


the period 1933 to 1936, 
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Another aaptured document is sufficient to demonstrate the prepar- 
ations for war in which the Nazi conspirators were engaged during this period, 
I refer to a top secret letter dated 2); June 1935, from General von 
Brauchitsch to the Supreme Commanders of the Army, Navy, and Air Forces, 
Attached to that letter is a copy of a secret Reich's Defense law of 21 
may 1935, and a copy of a decision of the Reichcabinet of 21 May 1935 on 
the council for the defense of the Reich. 

These documents were captured in the OXY files at Fechenheim, This 
group of documents is numbered 2261 -PS in our numbered series of 
documentse It seems to us one of the most significant evidences of secret 
and direct preparations for arcressive ware 

I gave expression to a typographival error., That was General von 
Blomberg instead of Brauchitsch, 

I have the original of these documents, I ask that they be admitted into 
evidence as Exhibit, USA, 2h. 

The top page of that document I shall read in full, which is, the letter 
signed "von Blomberg, Berlin, 24 June 1935,"Top Segret" headed "The 
Reichs Minister of War and Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces, Noe 
1820735 Top Seeret L II ae" 

"To : The Supreme Commander of the Army 
The Supreme Commander of the Navy 
The Supreme Commander of the Air Forces 
"In the appendix I trans’ mit one copy each of the law for the defense 
of the Reich of the 21 “ay 1935, and of a decision of the Reich Cabinet 
of 21 May 1935 concerning the Reich's defense council, The publication 
of the Reich's defense lay is temporarily suspended by order of the 
Fuehrer and Reich chancellor. 
"The Fuehrer and the Reichschancellor has nominated the President of 
the directorate of the Reichsbank, Dr. Schachh to be 'plenipotentiary = 


general for war 
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econony." 

"I request that the copies of the Reich's defense law needed within 
the units of the armed forces be ordered before l July 1935 at armed forces 
office (L) where it is to be established with the request that the law 
should only be distributed down to Corps Headquarters outside of the Reich- 
iinistry of war. 5 

"I point out the necessity of strictest secrecy once nore." 

That is signed by "von Blomberg." Underneath that is an indorsement 
"Berlin, 3 September 1935; No. 1820/35 L Top Secret II a. To Defense- 
Economic Group G-3, copy transmitted (signed) Jodl." 

There is attached thereto, if the Tribunal please, the statute referred 
to as the Reich's defense law of 21 iay 1935, or. rather it was enacted 
by the Reichscabinet, and it starts with the statenent: 

" The Reichs Cabinet has enacted the following law that is hereby made 
public." 

There follows a law in detail covering preparations for state of 
defense, mobilization, appointnent of this plenipotiary-general for war 
eceonorny, with plenipotentiary authority for the economic preparation of the 
war, and a Part III providing for setting of penalties. 

The law is signed "The Fuchrer and Reichschancellor, Adolf Hitler; 
the Reichsminister of war, von Blomberg; The Reichsninister of the 
Interior, Flick," one of the defendants. At the bottom of it there is 
this note. That is on Sheet of the original German, I think: 

"Note on the law for the defense of the Reich of el tay 1935. 

"The publication of the law for the defense of the Reich of 21 May 
1935 will be suspended. The law became effective 21 May 1935. 


"Tho Fuechrer and Reichschancellor, Adolf Hitler." 


«SSS 





ML IMT 





§ “ OVelRL 


4 


So that although the publication itself stated the law was sace 
public, the publication was suspended by Adolf Hitler; althouch the 
lay became effective immediately. 

There is further attached a copy cof the decision of the Reichs- 
Cabinet of 22 wey 1935 on the Council for the Defe ense of the Reaim which 
deals largely with organization for economic preparation for the wer 
and which I think wos discussed 3y my colleague, ir. Dodd, last week. 

There can be no question that this low of siay 1935 was the corner- 
stone of war prepzrations of the Nazi co nspiretors. The relationshin 
of the defendant Schacht to this preparation is mede transparently clerr 
oy this captured document 


S9 much, for the time 
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he preparatory phase cf the con- 
spiracy, 1933 to 1936. 
s indicated esrlier, the next phase of aggression was the formu- 
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lation and execution of plans to attack Austria end Czecheslo ovakie, in 
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that order, This is the phase of the aggression covered by parcrranhs 
f b 4 ` . Pp > ` 4. . 

3ta), (>), and (c) of section IV(F) of the Indictment, appearin: at 

pages seven to eight of the printed Enp-lish text of the Indictment. 


-ne of the most striking and revealing of all the captured docu- 
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nents which have come tc nend is a Coeunent which we have come to 

snow os the Hoszgbach notes of a conference in the Reichs Chancellery con 
> November 1937 from 1615 to 2030 hours, in the course o” which Hitler 
outlines to those present the possibilitics end necessities of expandin:- 


wT 


their foreign policy, end requested, I quote, at his statements be 
Looked upon in the case of his death as his last will ənd testement.' 
ind so with this docuncnt we shall present to the Tribunal end to the 
lic the last will and testament of Adolph Hitler as he contemLatec 
onat last will ane testament on 5 November 1937. The document comes 
Jo hand throurh the United States Department of otete, and it is 
suchenticated by the scal of the Secretary of State of the United 


States (inci Lcatiny)., It is num»ere Document No. 386=PS in our num- 


nsere serics cf documents. I offer it in evitence as U. S. Exhibit 
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Before reading it, I note at the start that the recorder of the 
minutes of this meeting, then Colonel Eoszbach, was the Fuehrer's 
adjutant. I note also the presence in this conspiratoriel meeting of 
the defendant Erich Racder. The defendant Constantin von Neurath was 
present. The defendant Hermann Wilhelm Gcerin’ was present. The 
minutes of this mecting reveal < crystalizotion towerds the end of 


aT 


1937 in the policy of the Fazi regime. Lustria and Czechoslovakia 
: E > E EE. was PA = Th aA nrenyi oc a i n (2 Sars ner 
wore to be acquired by force. icy would previcde lebdensre. Living 
` 5 K “ < + A War Faa La “4 AA A) 4 es 
room) end improve Gcrmeny's military position for further operations. 
While it is true that actual events unfolded themselves in a somewhea 
: A 1, nw s 2 ono 1,2 ee Te E aay 

different manner then that outlined at this mectinz, in © 

. - Tee, R i n e- Ine z 
purposes stated at the mocting were carriec out. The cocument destroys 
A ble doubt concernines the Nezis' premeditation of their crimes 
any possible doubt concerning the Hazis premecavet1on 9 hcir me 


importance that I 
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acainst peace. T 
feel oblired to read it in full into the record 
"Berlin, 19 November 1937s Notes on tac con 
Reichskeanzj.at en 5 November 1937 from 1615 to 2030 hours. 
"Prosent: The Fuchrer end Reich Chancellor; 
"Tho Reieheminister for War, Gencralfcldmerscheali ve Blomoerg; 
"The Cein=-0 Army, Generzloberst Freihorr v. Fritsch; 


The Cein-C Navy, Gencraladmiral Dr. hoc, hacders 


we 
‘ee 


"The Cein-C Luftwaffe, Genceraloberst Gocer 
"The Reichsmintstor for Fareign Affairs Freiherr ve Neutath; 


Hscest Hoazbach (the adjutant who tock the minutes). 
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"The Fuchrer stated initially that the subject matter of today's 
conference wes cf such hi:th importance, that its detailed discussion 
would certainly in other states teke place before the Cabinct in full 
session. However, he, the Fuehrer, hed cecided not to discuss this 
matter in tne lerser circle cf the Reich Cabinet, beccuse of its im- 
pertence. His subsequent statements weve the result of cetailed 
deliberations anc of the cxnericnees cf his four end a half years in 
goverment; he cesirec to explain te those present his fundamental 
ideas on the pessibilitics and necessitics of cxnencdin:; our foreign 
policy and in the interests cf a frir-si nte policy he requested that 
his stcetements be locked upon in the case of his death as his last will 
end testament." 

The Fuehrer then stated: "The aim of German policy is the sceurity 


onc the preservation of the nation and its propeacation. This is 


conscquently & problem of space. The German nation comprises eishiy 
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five million people, which, »ecause ọṣ the number of individuals and 
the compactness of habitation, form a homo;;eneous Eurenesn racial 
pedy, the like of which can not be found in any cther country., On the 
other hand it San the demand for larger livin: space mere than 
for any cther nation. If there have been no political consequences 

to meet the demands of this racial body for living space then that 

is the result of historicol ccvclopment spread cver several centuries 


end should this politicel condition continue to 
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exist, it will represent the greatest danger to the preservation of th 
German nation (the German word used there is not "nation"; it is 
"Volkstum") at its present high level. An arrest of the deterioration 
of the German element, in Austria snd in Szechoslovakia is just as little 
possible as the preservation of the prezens state in Germany itself." 

I interpolate that I think that is not a good translation of 
the German because to me the sentence seems meaningless. 

"Instead of growth, sterility will be introduced, and as a con- 
sequence, tensions of a social nature will appear after a number of 


ears, because political and philosophical ideas ere of 
a ia È 
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permanent 
naturę only as long as they are able to produce the basis for the 
realization of the actual claim of existence of a nation. The German 
future is therefore dependent exclusively on the solution of the need 
for living spacee Such a solution can be sought naturally only for 
a limited period, about one to three generations. 

i "Before touching upon the question of solving the need for living 
spece, it must be decided whether a solution of the German position 
with a good future can be attained, either by way of an autarchy or 
by way of an increased share in universal commerce and industry. 

"Autarchy: Execution will be possible only with strict National- 
Socialist State policy, which is the basis; (that is the basis of 
antarchy) assuming this can be achieved the results are as follews: 

"A, In the sphere of raw materials, only limited, but not total 
autarchy can be attained: 

"l. Wherever coal can be used for the extraction of raw materials 
autarchy is feasible. 

"2. In the case of ores the position is much more difficult. 
Requirements in iron and light metals can be cored by ourselves. Copper 
and tin, however, can not. 

"3. Cellular materials can be covered by ourselves as long as 
sufficient wood supplies exist. A permanent solution is not possible. 


"l. Edible fats -- possible. 
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"B, In the case of foods, the question of an autarchy must be 
answered with a definite NO. 

"The general increase of living standards, compared with thirty 
to forty years ago, brought about a simultaneous inerease of the 
demand and an increase of personal consumption even among the pro- 
ducers, the farmers, themselvese The proceeds from the production 
increase in agriculture have been used for covering the increased 
demand, therefore they represent no abs lute increase in pro- 
duction. A further increase in production by making greater demands 
on the soil is not possible because it already shows signs of 
deterioration due to the use of artificial fertilizers, and it is 
therefore certain that, even with the greatest possible increase in 
production, participation in the world market could not be avoided." 
I interpolate, that if I understand him he means by that, no autarchy; 
we must participate in world trade and commercese 

"The considerable expenditure of foreign currency to secure food 
by import, even in periods when harvests are good, increase catastro- 
phically when the harvest is really poor. The possibility of this 
catastrophe increases correspondingly to the increase in population, 
and the annual 560,000 excess in births would bring about an increased 
consumption in bread, because the child is a greater bread eater than 
the adult. 

"Permanently to counter the difficulties of food supplies by 
lowering the standard of living and by rationalisation is impossible 
in a continent which had developed an approximately equivalent stan- 
dard of living, As the solving of the unemployment problem has 
brought into effect the complete power of consumption, some small 
corrections in our agricultural home production will be possible, 
but not a wholesale alteration of the standard of food consumption. 
Consequently autarchy becomes impossible, specifically in the sphere 
of food supplies as well as generally. 

"Participation in world economy. There are limits to this which 
we are unable to transgrese, The market fluctuations would be an 


obstacle to a secure foundation of the German position; international 
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commercial agreements do not offer any guarantee for practical execution. 
It must be considered on principle that since the World War, (1914-18), 
as industrialization has taken place in countries which formerly ex- 
ported food», We live in a period of economic empires, in which the 
tendency to colonies again approaches the condition which originally 
motivated colonisation; in Japan and ltaly economic motives are the 
basis of their will to expand, and economic need will also drive 
Germany to it. Countries outside the great economic empires have 
special difficulties in expanding economically. 

"The upward tendency, which has been caused in world economy, 
due to armament compstition, can never form a permanent basis for 
an economic settlement, and this latter is also hampered by the 
economic disruption caused by Bolshevism. There is a pronounced 
military weakness in those states who base their existence on export. 
As our exports and imports are carried out over those sea lanes 
which are dominated by Britain, it is more a question of security 


of transport rather than one 
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of foreign currency, and this exnlains the great wealmess 
in our foc’ situation in wartime. The only way out, and 
one which may appear imaginary, is the securing of greater 
living space, an endeavor which at all times has been the 
cause of the formation of states and of movements of nations. 
It is explicable that this tendency finds no interest in 
Geneva and in satisfied states, Should the security of- our 
food situation be our foremost thought, then the space 
required for this can only be sought in Europe, but we will 
not copy liberal capitalist policies which rely on 
exploiting colonies, It is not a case of conquering people, 
but of conquering agriculturally useful SPACE e It would 
also bo more to the purrose to seek raw matcrial-producing 
territory in Europe directly adjoining the Reich ané not 
overseas, ana this solution would have to be brought into 
cifect for ons or two gensrations. What would be required 
at a later date over md above this must be left to 
subsequent generations. The development of groat world-wide 
national bodies is naturally a slow process and the German 
people, with its strong racial root (I interpolate, thero 
is a Gorman word "Volksstamm", racial root) has for this 
purpose tho most favorable foundations in the heart of the 
@uropcan Continent, The history of all times-- Roman 
“mpirc British Mmpiro-- hag proved that every space 
expansion can only be cffeetecd by breaking resistance and 
takings risks, Evcn sotbacks aro unavoidablo; neither 
formerly nor today hes Space beon found without an owners 
the attacker always comos up against the proprictor, 

(Whereupon at 1130 a short recoss was taken). 

IR. AIDIRUAN: May it ploase the Tribunal, aftor 
the somewhat jumbled discussion which I have just read 
Of goopolitical oconomic theory and of the need for 


oxpansion and "Lebensraum", Adolph Mitler, in these 
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horsc-þack notes, posed the gestion--and I mote: 

"The question for Germany is where the greatcst 
pos siblo conquest could be made at lowest coste 

"German politics must rockon with its two hateful 
cnomics, England ond Franco, to whom a strong Gorman 
colossus in the conter of Europo vould be intolcrablo. 
Both theso states would oppose a further ro inforconent 
of Gormnany, both in Europe and overseas, and in this 
Opposition they would havo the support of all partics 
Both countrics would view the building of Gorman military 
strong points ovorsoas as a threat to their overscas 
communications, as a scecurity mcasure for German cormcerce, 
ana rotrospoctivoly a strengthening of the Gorman position 
in Europe. 


5 ^ 


"England is not in a position to codo any of hor 


colonial possessions to us owing to tho resistance which 
she exporicnees in the Dominions. Aftcr the loss of 


prestige which England has suffered owing to the transfer 

of Abyssinia to Italian ownership, a roturn of East Africa 

can no longcr bo coxpectcd, Any resisteanco on England's 

part would at best consist in the readiness to satisfy 

our colonial claims by taking away colonics which at the 

presont moment arc not in British hands, for oxamplo, 

Angola. rroneh favors would probably be of the samc nature, 
"A scrious discussion regarding tho roturn of colonics 

to us could be considored only at a time when England is in 


A 3 1- 


& stato of omergoney and tho German Roich is strong and 


well ‘armed, The Fuchrcor docs not share tho opinion that 
the Empire is unshakcablc," Koaning, I tako it, tho 


British Empire, 
"Resistance against the Empire is to be found less 
in conquered territorics than amongst its compctitorse 


The British Empire and the Roman Empire cannot be 
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compared witn one another in regard to durability; 
after the Punic Wars the latter did not have a serious 
political enemy. Only tho dissolving effects which 
originated in Christcndom, and the signs of 236 which 
creep into all states, msde it possible for the Ancient 
Germans to subjugate Ancient ROME e 

"Alongside the British Empire today a number of 
States oxist which aro strongor than it, The British 
other Country is able to defond its colonial posscssion 
only allicd with other states and not by its own nowor, 
Eow could Enslend alone, for oxomple, dcfond Janeda 
against attack by Arorica, or its Far Eastern intorcsts 


against an attack bv Javan? 
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* "The singling out of the British Crown as the bearer of Empire unity 
is in itself an admission that the üniversal empire cannot be maintained 
permanently by power politics, The following are significant poinigrs in 
this respect: | 

"(a) Ireland's struggle for independence, 

"(b) Constitutional disputes in India where England, by her half 
measures, left the door open for Indians at a later date to utilize the 
non-fulfillment of constitutional promises as a weapon against. Britain. 

"(c) The weakening of the British pasition in the Far East by Japan, 

"(d) The opposition in the Mediterranean to Italy whiche-by virtue 
of its history, driven by necessity and led by a genius--expands its power 
position and must consequently infringe British interests to an increasing 
extent. The outcome of the Abyssinian War is a loss of prestige for Britcin 
which Italy is endeavoring to increase by stirring up discontent in the 
Mohammedan World, 

"Tt must be established in conclusion that the Empire cannot be held 
permanently by power politics by 45 million Britons, in spite of all the 
solidity of her ideals, The proportion of the populations in the Empire, 
compared with that of the Motherland, is nine to one, and it should act as 
a warning to us that if we expand in space, we must not allow the level of 
our population to become too low," I take it he meant by that: "Keep the 
population of occupied territories low in comparison with ours," 

"France's position is more favorable than that of England, The French 
Empire is better placed geographically, the population of its colonial 
possessions represents a potential military increase, But France is faced 
with difficulties of internal politics, At the present time only 10 per 
cent approximately of the nations have parliamentary governments, whereas 
90 per cent of than have totalitarian governments, Nevertheless, we have to 
take the following into our political consideration as power factors: 

"Britain, France, Russia and the adjoining smaller states, 

"The German question can be solved only by way of force, and this is 


never without risk, The battles of Frederick the Great foar Silesia, and 


Bismarck!s wars against Austria and France had been a tremendous risk and the 
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speed of Prussian action in 1870 had prevented Austria from participating 
in the war, If we plxce the decision to apply force with risk at the 
head of the following uxpositions, then: tre left to reply to the 
questions twhen' and 'how', In this regard we have to decide upon three 
different cases," 

I interpolate: The Tribunal will recall the specific allegation in 
the Indictment that at this meeting there emerged three different plans, 
any of which might be utilized, 

"Case 1. Period 1943-45; After this we can only expect a change for 
the worse, The rearming of the Army, the Nevy and the Air Force, as well 
as the formation of the Officers! Corps, are practically concluded," 

I remind the Tribunal that this mecting was on 10 November, 1937, 
but he is contemplating the period 1943-1945, 

"Our maturial equipment and armaments arc modern; with further delay 
the danger of their becoming out-of-date will increase, In particular the 
secrecy of 'special weapons! cannot slways be safeguarded, Enlistment of 
reserves would be limited to the current recruiting age groups and an addition 
from older untrained groups would be no longer available, 

"In EET with the rearmement, which will have been carried out 
at the time by other nations, we shall decrease in relative power, Should 
we not_act until 1943-45, then, dependent on the absence of reserves, any 
yezr could bring ebout the food crisis, for the countering of which we do 
not possess the necessary foreign currency, This must be considered as a 
'point of weakness in the regime,' Over and above that, the world will 


anticipate 
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| ae ed of Prussian action in 1870 had prevented Austria from participating 
in’the war, If we plxce the decision to apply force with risk at the 
head of the following uxpositions, then: tre left to reply to the 
questions when! and 'how', In this regard we have to decide upon three 
different cases," 

I interpolate: The Tribunal will recall the specific allegstion in 
the Indictment that at this meeting there emerged three different plans, 
any of which might be utilized, 

"Case le Period 1943-45: After this we can only expect a change for 
the worse,. The rearming of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force, as well 
as the formation of the Officers! Corps, are practically concluded," 

I remind the Tribunal that this mecting was on 10 November, 1937, 
but he is contempl2ting the priod 1943-1945. 

"Our material equipment and armaments arc modern; with further delay 
dics danger of their becoming out-of-date will increase, In particular the 
secrecy of 'special weapons! cannot olways be safeguarded, Enlistment of 
reserves would be limited to the current recruiting age groups end an addition 
from older untrained groups would be no longer available, 

"Tn comperison with the rearmament, which will have been carried out 
at the time by other nations, we shall decrease in relative power, Should ` 

we not act until 1943-45, then, dependent on the absence of reserves, any 
year. could bring ebout the food crisis, for the countering of which we do 
not possess the necessary foreign currency. This must be considered as a 
'point of weakness in the regime,’ Over and above that, the world will 


anticipate 
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our action and will increase counter-measures yearly. Whilst other 
Wsations isolate themselves we should be forced on the offensive. 

"What the actual position would be in the years 1943-45 no one knows 
today. It is certain, however, that we can wait no longer. 

"On the one side the large armed forces, with the necessity for 
securing their upkeep, the ageing of the Nazi movement and of its leaders, 
and on the other side the prospect of a lowering of the standard of living 
and a drop in the birth rate, leaves us no other choice but to act. If 
the Fuehrer is still living, then it will be his irrevocable decision to 
solve the German space problem no later than 193-5. The necessity for 
action before 193-5 will come under consideration in canes 2 and 3. 

"Case 2. Should the social tensions in France lead to an internal 
political crisis of such dinensions that it absorbs the French Army and 
thus renders it incapable for employment in war against Germany, then the 
time for action against Czechoslovakia has come. 

"Case 3. It would be equally possible to act against Czechoslovakia 
if France should be so tied up by a war against another State that it 
cannot 'proceed! against Germany. 

"For the improvement of our military political position it must be 
our first aim, in every case of entanglement by war, to conquer 
Czechoslovakia and Austria, simultancously, in order to remove any threat 


s 


nNossible advance Westwards. In the case of 


d£ 


from the flanks in case of a 
a conflict with France it would hardły be necessary to assume that 
Czechoslovakia would declare war on the same day as France. However, 
Czechoslovakia's desire to participate in the war will increase 
proportionally to the degree to which we are being weakened. Its actual 
participation could make itself felt by an attack on Silesia, cither 
towards the North or the West. 

"Once Czechoslovakia is conquered -- and a mutual frontier, Germany- 
Hungary is obtained -- then a neutral attitude by Poland in a German-French 
conflict could more easily be relied upon. Our agreements with Poland 
remain valid only as long as Germany's strength remains unshakeable; should 
Germany have’ any setbacks then an attack by Poland against East Prussia, 


perhaps also against Pomerania, and Silesia, must be taken into account. 
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"Assuming a development of the situation, which would lead to a 
planned attack on our part in the years 1943 to 'h5, then the behaviour 
of France, England, Poland and Russia would probably have to be judged 
in the following manner: 


"Tro Fuehrer believes personally, that in all probability England 


and perhaps also “rance, have already silently written off Czechoslovakia, 


and that they have sot used to the idea that this question would one 
day be cleaned up by Germany. The difficulties in the British Empire 
and the prospect of being entangled in another long-drawn-out European 
War, were decisive factors in the non-participation of England in a 
war against Germany. The British attitude would certainly næ remain 
without influence on France's attitude. An attack by France, without 
British support, is hardly probable assuming that its offensive would 
stagnate along our Western fortifications. Without England's support, 
it would also not be necessary to take into consideration a march by 
France through Belgium and Holland, and this would also not have to be 
reckoned with by us in case of a conflict with France, as in every case 
it would have as a consequence, the omuity of Great Britain. Naturally 
we should in every casc, have to bar our frontier during the operation 
of our attacks against Czechoslovakia and Austria. It must be taken 
into consideration here taat Cacchoslovakia's defence measures will 
increase in strength from year to year, and that a consolidation of the 
inside values of the Austrian Army will also be effectcd in the course 
of years. Although the population of Czechoslovakia, in the first 
place is not a thin onc, the embodiment of Czechoslovakia and Austria 
would nevertheless constitute the conquest of food for five to six 
million people, on the basis that a compulsory emigration of two 
million from Czechoslovakia, and of one million from Austria could be 
carricd out. The annexation of the two States to Germany, militarily 
and politically, would constitute a considerable relicf, owing to 
shorter and better frontiers, the frecing of fighting personnel for 
other purposes, and the possibility of reconstituting new armics up to 
a strenzth of abcut twelve Divisions, representing a new Division per 


one million population. 
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"No opposition to the removal of Czechoslovakia is expected on the part 
of Italy; however, it cannot be judged today what would be her attitude in 
the Austrian question, since it would depend largely on whether the Duce were 
alive at the time or not. 

"Tho measure and speed of our action would decide Poland's attitude. 
Poland will have little inclination to enter the war against a victorious 
Germany, with Russia in the rear. 


"Military participation by Russia must be countered by the speed of our 
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operations; it is a question whether this needs to be taken into 

consideration at all, in view of Japan's attitude. 

"Should Case 2 occur =- paralysation of France by a Civil War - then 
the situation should be utilised at any time for operations against 
Czechoslovakia, as Germany's most dangerous enemy would be eliminated. 

The Fuehrer sees Case 3 looming nearer; it could develop from the 
existing tensions in the Mediterranean, and should it occur, he has firmly 
decided to make use of it any time, perhaps even as early as 1938. 

"Following recent experiences in the course of the events of the war 
in Spain, the Fuehrer does not sec an early end to hostilities there. 
Taking into consideration the time required for past offensives by Franco, 
(the English text says France -= it means Franco) a further three years 
duration of war is within the bounds of possi bility. On the other hand, 
from the German point of view, a one hundred per cent victory by France °®ð 
is not desirable; we are more interested in a continuation of the war 
and preservation of the tensions in the Mediterraneane Should Franco be 
in sole possession of the Spanish Peninsula, it would mean the end of 
Italian intervention and the presence of Italy on the Balearic Isles. 

As our interests are directed towards continuing the war in Spain, it 

must be the task of our future policy to strengthen Italy in her fight to 
hold on to the Balearic Isles. However, a solidification of Italian 
positions on the Balearic Isles can not be tolerated either by France or 
by England and could lead to a war by France and England against Italy, 

in which case Spain, if entirely in white (that is Franco's) hands, could 
participate on the side of Italy's enemies. A subjugation of Italy in 
such a war appears very unlikely. Additional raw materials could be 
brought to Italy via Germmy. The Fuehrer believes that Italy's military 


strategy would be to remain on the defensive against France on the 





Western frontier md carry out operations against France from Libya, against 


the North African French colonial possessionse 
As a landing of French-British troops on the Italian coast cm be 


discounted, and as a French offensive via the Alps to Upper Italy would be 
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extremely difficult, and would probably stagnate before the strong Italian 
fortifications, French lines of communication by the Italian fleet will 
to a great extent paralyze the transport of fighting personnel from North 
Africa to France, so that at its frontiers with Italy and Germmy, France 
will have, at its disposal, solely the metropolitan fighting forces," 

There again I think that must be a defective English translation. 
"French lines of communication by the Italian fleet --" must mean "Fresh 
lines --"' or something in that connection. 

"If Germany profits from this war by disposing of the Czechoslovakian 
and the Austrian questions, the probability must be assumed that England -= 
being at war with Italy -- would not decide to commence operations against 
Germanye Without British support, a warlike action by France against 
Germany is not to be anticipatede 

"The date of our attack on Czechoslovakia and Austria must be made 
independent of the course of the Italian-French-English war and would not 
be simultaneous with the commencement of military operations by these three 
States. The Fuchrer was also not thinking of military agreements with 
Italy, but in complete independence and by exploiting this unique favorable 
opportunity, he wishes to begin to carry out operations against 
Czcchoslovakiae The attack on Czechoslovakia would have to take place 
with the 'speed of lightning!, the German ` words being, 'blitzartig schnell’. 

"Ficldmarshal von Blomberg and Generaloberst von Fritsch in giving 
their estimate on the situation, repeatedly pointed out that England and 
France must not appear as our enemies, and they stated that the war with 
Italy would not bind the French Army to such an extent that it would not be 
in a position to commence operations on our Western frontier with superior 
forcese Generaloberst von Fritzch estimated the French forces which 
would presumably be employed on the Alpine frontier against Italy to be 
in the region of twenty divisions, so that a strong French superiority would 
still remain on our Western frontier. The French would, according to 
German reasoning, attempt to advance into the Rhineland. We should 
consider the lead which France has got in mobilization, and quite apart 


from the very small value of our then existing fortifications -- which was 
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pointed out particularly by Generalfieldmarshal von Blomberg -= the four 
motorized divisions which hai been laid down for the West would be more or 
less incapable of movement e With regard to our offensive in a Southeasterly 
direction, Ficldmarshal von Blomberg drew special attention to the strength 
of the Czechoslovakian fortifications, the building of which had assumec 
the character of a Maginot Line and which would present extreme difficult... 
to our attack. 

"Goncraloberst von Fritsch mentioned that it was the purpose of @ stu 
which he had laid on for this winter to investigate the possibilitics of 
carrying out operations against Czechcslovakia with special consideration of 
the conquest of the Czechoslovakian system of fortifications; the 
Genoraloborst also stated that owing to the prevailing conditions, e would 
have to relinquish his leave abroad, which was to begin on the 10 NovemDcr e 
This intention was countermanded by the Fuchrer, who gave as a reason that 
the possibility of the conflict was not te be regarded as being so immincnt. 
In reply to statements by Generalficldmarshal von Blomberg and Generaloberst 
yen Fritsch regarding England and France's attitude, the Fuehrer repeated 
his previous statements anc said that he was convinced of Britain's 
nonepartioipation and that consequently he did not believe in military 
action by France against Germanye Should the Mediterranean conflict, 
already mentioned, lead to a ceneral mobilization in Europe, then we shoul, 


have to commence operations 
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against Czechoslovakia immediately. If, however, the powers who are not 
participating in the war should declere their disinte sreostedness, then 
Germany would, for thetime being, have to side with this attitude. 

"In view of the information given by the Fuhrer, Genereloberst 
Goering considered it imperative to think of a reduction or a andonnent 
of our military undertaking in Spain, The Fuchrer agroed to this, 
insofar 2s he belioved this decision should bo postponed for a suitable 
date. 

"The socond pert of the discussion concerned material armament 
questions. 

"(Signed) Hoszbach", and thore are other notations. 

In this connection I invite the Covrt's attention to the allegation 
in Paragraph 3 (a) of Section IV F of the Indictment, on page 7 of the 
printed English text, relating to a meoting of an influcntial zroup of 
Nazi conspirators on November 1937, the document just introduced and 


read into evidence is the specific ovidentiary support for thet 


The record of what happened thereafter is woll-knomm to history. 
The Anschluss with Austria, under military pressure from the Nazis, 
occurred in March 1938, We shall give you detailed evidence concerning 
that in duc course, So will we, as to details of the aggression against 
Czechoslovakia, including the prossure on Czechoslovakia that resulted 
in the Munich Pact of September 1938, and the violation of that Pact 
itsolf by Gormany, on March 15, 1939. There is much of interest in the 
secret documents rolcting to those atzressions. 

At this point, however, I desire to bring to the attention of the 
Tribunal one more captured document, which reveals in all its nakedness 
the truth concerning the deliberateness of the agsressions against 
Czechoslovakia. This document consists of a file kopt by Colonel 
Schmundt, Hitler's adjutant. The file was found by one of the units 
of the 327 Glider Infantry, in a cellar of the Platterhof, Obcr- 
Salzburg, near Berchtesgaden. The file represents a work-file of 


originals md duplicates, incidental to the preparations for the 
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ongoxation of Czechoslovakia. I should like to ask the Tribunal to 
examine, particularly, the photostat of the original German of this file. 
Wo have copies of those photostats. Something in physical form is lost in 
trenseribing a translation. The picture of the original filc, 
including pictures of the telegrams, give 4 sense of the reality of the 
ovidenee that is lost in tho transcribed translation, The file is 
numbered Document No. 388 PS, in our numbered series of documents. 

I thought perhaps I might reed the German title. Tt is "Grundlagen 
zur Studie Gruen", that is the main plan for "Case Green", Green being 


a codeword for the agzrossion against Czechslovakic. 


Qo 


A 


I offer the entire file in evidence as Exhibit U.S.A. 26 and will 
ask that photostats be passed up to the Gourt. I offer the file, if 
the Tribunal please, with, of course, the understanding and realization 
that only such parts of it as I read of it will immediately go into 
evidence; but we shall refer to other parts from time to time later, 
in the presentation of the case. The matefial in this file will be 
dJoalt with in greater detail at a later point in my presentation, 
However, at this point, I desire to enll attention to Item No. 2 in 
the file. 

Item No. 2 is dated 22 April 1938. It is the second shoct of the 
English translation. It is. 2 summary, proparca by Schnundt, the 
adjutant, of a discussion on 21 April, 1938 between Hitler end the 
defendant Wilheln Koitel. This item, liko the other itoms in the 
file, rolates to "Case Green", As I said, "Casco Greon" was a sccrot 
code word for the planned operations against Czechoslovakia. This 
meeting occurred within approxinately ono month following the 
successful annexation of Austria. In the carrying out of the 
conspiracy, it becane necessary to revise the “Plan Green", to take 
into account the changed attitude, as 2 result of the bloodless 
success against Austric2. T shall now read Item ? of this file. 

"Borlin, 22 April 1935. 


"Bases of the Dissertation on "Crucn.* 


"Summary of discussion botw2en TFuchrer and Goneral Keitel of 21 
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April: 

"A, Political Aspect. 

"l)., Strategic surprise attock out of a cloar sky without any 
cause or possibility of justification has been turned down. As 
result would be: hostile world opinion which can lead to a critical 
situation. Such 2 measure is justified only for the clinination 
of the last opponent on the mainland, 


~ 


no), Action after a timo of diplomatic clashes, which gradually 
come to a crisis and lead to wer, 

"3), Lightning-swift action as the result of on incident (for 
example. assassination of Germen ambassador in connection with an 
anti-German demonstration. ) 

"Military Conclusions, 


1), The preparations are to be made for the political possibilitics 
(2 and 3). Case 2 is the undesired one since "Gruen" will havo teken 
security measures, 

"2), The loss of time caused by transporting the bulk of the 
divisions by rail - mhich is uncvailable, but should be cut down as 
far as possibke - must not impede a lichtning-swift blew at tho tine 
of the action, 

"3). ‘'%Soparcte thrusts! are to be carricd out immedictecly with a 
view to ponetrating the onemy fortification lincs at nuncrous points and 
in a strategically favorable direction. The thrusts are to be worked out 
to the smallest detail (knowledge of roads, composition of the colunns 
according to their individual tasks.) Simultancous attacks by the Army 
and Air Forces. 


"The Air Force is to support the individual columns (for example 


divebombers; scalin 


h 


off installations at penctration points, 


ampering the bringing up of 
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reserves, destroying signal communications traffic, thereby 
“ 
isolating the garrisons. ) 

"4),. Politically, the first four days of military action 
are tlhe decisive ones. If thoro aro no effective military 
successcs, & wuropoean crisis Will cortainly ariso, Accomplish- 
od Facts must prove tie sensclossness of forcim military 
intervention, draw Allics into tho schemc (division of spoils) 
cnd demoralize 'Gruon." 

“Trereforeo: bridging the tine gap betweon first ponctra- 
tion and employmont of the forces to be brourht up, by a detern- 
inod and ruthless thrust by a motorized army. (c.g. via Pilsen, 
Prague. ) 

"5). If possible, separation of transport moveriont 'Rott 
from 'Gruon!t." 'Rot! was tho code nano for their then plan 
Hests "A lultcnoous stratcgic conccntration 'Rot! 
can load 'Rot' to undesired moasurcs. On the other hand, it 
must bo possiblo to put 'Case Rod! into operation at any time 

"Ce Propaganda, 

"1).Leaflets on the conduct of Gerrians in Czochoslovakia 
(Gruenland, ) 

"2), Loaflets with threats for intimidation of the Czechs 
(Gruonen), 

“( initialled by Schuundt)." 

in the roading of this docwnent, the Tribuncl doubtless 
notoc particularly Paracsrapg 3, under the hoading "Political 
ispoct", which roads as follows: 


"Lightoning g-swift action as t 


b 


10 rosult of an incidont (oxample: 


Assassination of Gorman anbassador as an up-shot of an anti-Goernan 


denmonstration)." Tho docuncnt as a wholo, establishes that the 
conspirators wore planning the reation of an incident to justify 
to the world thoir own aggression against Czechoslovakia, It 


ostablishos, I submit, that consideration was boing givon to 
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“assassinating the German ambassador at Prague to create thè 
4 


requisite incident. This is alleged in Paragraph 3, (c) of 





Section IV (F) of the Indictment, appearing at Page 8 of the 
printed English text of the Indictrent, 

4s the Indictment was boing read, at the opening of the 
case, whon this particular allegation was reached, the defcendent 
Goering shook his head slowly and solermly in the negative. I 
can woll understand that he would have shaken his head, if he 
believed tho allegation of the Indictment to be untrue. In 
the course of Justice Jackson's opening address, whon this same 
matter was roferrod to, the defendent Goering again solemly 
shock his head. On this allegation the Prosecution stands on 
the ovidence just submitted, the denials of the dofcndent Goering, 
notwithstanding, 

if the Court ploase, would this be a convenient time to 
rocess? 


THE PRESIDENT: The Court will adjourn now until 2 o'clock, 


(horoupon, at 12:30 o'clock pem,. the Tribunal recessed 


-— 


until 2 o'clock perie of the sane day.) 
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Official transcript of the Intcrnational Military 
Tribunal, in tho matter of: The United States of America, 
The French Republic, The Unitcd Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Northern Ireland, and the Union of Soviet Socialist 
Ropublics against Herman “Jilhclm Goering, ct nal, 
Defondants, sitting at Nurnberg, Germany, on 26 November, 
1945, 1400-1630, Lord Justice Lawrence, presiding. 





THE PRESIDENT: Mre Aldorman, 

MR. ALDERMAN: May it please the Tribunal, as I susrosted 
carlicr, the next hase of the arcrossion was the formulation 
and exccution of the plan to attack Poland ond with tho 
resulting initiation of aggressive war in September 1939, 
his is covored by peragraph 4 (a) ma (b) of Section IV 
of the indictment appearing on Pazo 9 of the printcd English 
text, 

Here again the careful nang moticulous record kecping 
of the Adjutant Schrmndt has provided us with 2 document in 


his ovn hendwriting, which lots tho cat out of the Dage 


That may be a troublesome colloquialism to transitcto. I 
con't know. The document consists of minutos of a 
confcrenco held on 23 May 139. The placc of the conference 


was tho Fuchrer's Study in the Nev Rcoich Chancellery. The 
Defondant Gocoring was presont, 

(The Defendan: Frick at this point made a statemcnt in 
Corman, which was not trenslatcd.) 

MR. ALDERMAN: I think onc of the dcfondants indicated 
I had referrod to the wrong voar,. My notes show 23 May 1939, 


That is shown by the original documcnt, 


THE PRESIDENT: Thich document arc you reforring to? 


IR» ALDERAN.: Tnat ig documcnt 179. ka I said, the 
Defendant Gocring was prosont. The Defcndmt Racder was 
pressnt. The Defendant Keitcl was present. The subject 
of the mocting was, ana I quote "Indoctrination on tho 
political situation and future aims," This document is of 


historical importance, second not even to the political will 
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and testament of the Fuchrer, recorded by Adjutant Hoszbach. 

THE PRESIDENT: Could the Marshal of the Court shut 
the window which is creating a draft here? 

WR e ALDERMAN: The original of this document when 
captured found its way through the complicetcd channels 
across the Atlantic to the Unitcd Statcs. There it was 
found by mombors of tho staff of the American prosccution, 
by thon taken to London, and thence to Mirnberg. The "o" 


se 


on the identifying number indicatcs that it is one of tho 
documonts which was assombled in London and brought from 
thero hors. We think the document is of unqucstioned 

validity. Its authonticity and its accuracy as a record 


of what transpired at the mecting of 23 May 1939, stands 


admitted by the Defendant Keitel in ono of his interroga- 


tions. As I say, tho number is document L79 in our 
numbcrod sorics. I offer it in cvidcnecc as Exhibit United 


This document also is of such great importance histori- 
cally and as bcaring on the issucs now presentcd to the 


Tribunal that I fecl obliged to rosd most of it. At the top: 


"Top Scerct 


"To be transmittcd by officor only 


"of a Conference on 23 May 39 


"Placos The Fuehrer's Study, Now Reich Chancellory. 
"Adjutant on cutys Lt-Cole (GeSe) Schmundt e 
"Presonts The Puchror, Ficld«@Marshal Goocring, 


Grand-Admiral Racder. Col-Gcne von Brauchitsch, 

ColeGen. Keitcl, Col-Gen. ?Milch, Gone (of Artillery) Haldor, 
Cone Bodonschatz, RoareAdml. Schniewindt, Col.(G.S.) Jeschonnek, 
Cole (GS. )Varlimont, Lt.-Col. (GeS.)Schmundt, Capt. Engel 


(Army), Licut-Commd. Albrecht, Cant. v. Below (Army) . 
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"Subjoct: Indoctrination on the political situation 
enà future aims. 
"The Fuehrer defined ss the purpose of the conference; 
"1) Analysis of the situation. 
"2) Definition of the tasks, for the Armed Forces 
arising from the situation. 
"3) Exposition of the consequences of those tasks. 
"4) Ensuring the secrecy of all decisions and work 
rosulting from these consequences, 
"Secrecy is the first essential for success, 
"The Fuehrer's obscrvations are given in systematised 
form bcolov,. 
"Our present situation must bo considered from two 
points of view: 
"1) The actual development of events between 
1933 and 1939; 
"2) The permanent and unchanging situation in 
which Germany lies. 
"In the period 1933-1939, progress was made in all fields. 
Our military situation improved enormously. 
"Our situation with rosard to the rest of the world has 
remained the same, 
"Germany had dropped from the circle of Great Powers, 
The balance of power had bem effected without the 


participation of Germanv. 
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"This equilibrium is disturbed when Germany's demands for the 
necessities of life make themselves felt, and Germany re-emerges as a 
Great Power, All demands are regarded as 'Encroachments'., The inglish 
are more afraid of dangers in the economic sphere than of the simple threat 
of force. 

"A mass of 80 million people has solved the ideological problems, So, 
too, must the economic problems be solved. No German can evade the creation 
of the necessary economic conditions for this, The solution of the problems 
demands courage, The principle, by which one evades solving the problem by 
adapting oneself to circumstances, is inadmissible, Circumstances must 
rather be adapted to aims, This is impossible without invasion of foreign 
states or attacks upon foreign property. 

"Living space, in proportion to the magnitude of the state, is the basis 
of all power, One may refuse for 2 time to face the problem, but finally it 
is solved one way or the other, The choice is between advancement or decline. 
In 15 or 20 yers! time we shall be compelled to find a solution. No German 
Statesman cin evade the question longer than that. 

"We are at present in a st..te of patriotic fervour, which is sheared by 
two other nitions: It:ly and Japan. 

"The period which lies behind us has indeed been put to good use, All 
measures have been taken in the correct sequence and in harmony with our aims. 

"After 6 years, the situation is today as follows: 

"The national-political unity of the Germans has been achieved, apart 
from minor exce,tions,"--I suppose they were those in the concentration 
camps-- "Further successes cannot be attained without the shedding of blood. 

"The demarkation of frontiers is of military importance, 

"The Pole is no tsupplementary enenmy'. Poland will always be on the 
Side of our adversaries, In spite of treaties of friendship, Poland has 
always had the secret intention of exploiting every opportunity to d us 
harm, 

"Danzig is not the subject of the dispute at all, It is a question of 
expanding our living space in the East «and of securing our food supplies, of 


the settlement of the Baltic problem. Food supplies can be expected only from 
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thinly populated areas, Over and above the natural fertility, thoroughgoing 
German exploitation will enormously increase the surplus, 

"There is no other possibility for Europe. 

"Colonics: Beware of gifts of colonial territory, This does not solve 
the food problem, Remember - blockcde, 

"If fate brings us into conflict with the West, the possession of exten- 
Sive ercas in the East will be advantageous. Upon record harvests we shall 
be able to rely even less in time of war than in peace, 

"The population of non-German areas will perform no military service, 
and will be available as a source of l bour, 

"The Polish problem is inseparable from conflict with the West. 

"Poland's inturnal power of resistance to B-lshevism is doubtful, Thus 
Polend is of doubtful valus as a barrier against Russia, 

"It is questionable whether military success in the West can be achieved 
by a quick decision, questionable too is the attitude of Poland. 

"The Polish government will not resist pressure from Russia. Poland 
sees danger in a German victory in the West, and will attempt to rob us of 
the victory, 

"There is therefore no question of sparing Poland, and we are left with 
the decision: 


"To attack Poland ^t the first suitable o 





That, if the Court please, is underscored in the original German text. 
We cannot expect < repitition of the Czech affair. There will be war, 

Our task is to isolate Poland, The success of the isolation will be decisive, 

"Therefore, the Fuehrer must reserve the right to give the final order 
to att-ck. There must be no simultaneous conflict with the Western Powers 
(France end England). 

"If it is not certain that a German-Pélish conflict will not lead to 
war in the West, then the fight must be primarily against England and France. 

"Fundamentally therefore: Conflict with Poland - beginning with an attack 
on Poland - will only be successful if the Western Powers keep out of it, If 
this is impossible, then it will be better to attack in the West end to settle 


Poland at the same time. 
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"The isolation of Poland is a matter of skillful politics. 

"Japan is a weighty problem, Even if at first for various reasons her 
collaboration with us appears to be somewhct cool ond restricted, it is 
nevertheless in Japan's own interest to take the initiative in attacking Russia 
in good time, 

"Economic relations with Russia are possible only if political relations 
have improved. A cautious trent is apparent in Press comment. It is not 


impossible that Russia will show herself to be disinterested 


363 








en» NA 


in the destruction of Poland, Should Russia take steps to oppose us, 
our relations with Japan may become closer. 

"If there were an alliance of France, England and Russia against 
Germany, Italy and Japan, I would be constrained to attack England and 
Franco with a few annihilating blows. The Fuchrer doubts the possibility 
of a peaceful settloment with England. We must prepare ourselves for 
the conflict. England sees in our development the foundation of a 
hegemony which would weaken England. England is thercfore our cnenys 
and the conflict’ with England will be a life-and-death struggle. 

MWhat will this struggle be liko?” 

It is underscored in the Scrman original. 

"England camot deal with Germany and subjugate us with a few 
powerful blows. It is imperative for England that the war should be 
brought as near to the Ruhr basin 2s possible, French blocd will not 
be spared (West Wall). The possession of the Ruhr basin will determine 
the duration of our rosistancc,. 

"Tho Dutch and Belgium sir bases will be occupied by armed forces. 
Declarations of neutrality must be ignored. If England md France 
intend the war between Germany and Poland to lead to a conflict, they 
will support Holland and Belgium in their neutrality ond make them 
build fortifications in order finally to force them into cooperation. 

"Albeit under protest, Belgium end Holland will yicld to pressure. 

"Therefore, if England intends to intervene in the Polish war, we 
must occupy Holland with lightning speed. We must aim at securing a 
now defense line on Dutch soil up to the Zuider Zece 

"The war with Ensland end France will be a life-and-death 
struggle. 

"The idea thet we con got off cheaply is dangerous; there is no 
such possibility. We must burn our boots, and it is no longer a 
question of justiec or injustice, but of life or death for 80 million 
human boings. 

"!Oucestion: Short or long war? 


"Every country's armed forces or government must aim at e short 
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wor, The government, however, must also be prepared for a war of 10-15 
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years" duration, 

"History has always shown that the people have belicved that wars 
would bo short. In 191, the opinion still prevailed that it was 
impossible to finance a long war. Evon today this idea still pcrsists in 
many minds. But on the contrary, cvery state will hold out as long as 
possible, unless it immediately suffers some grave weakening (e.g. Ruhr 
basin). England has similar weaknesses. 

"England knows that to lose a war will mean the end of her world 
power. 

"īnzland is the driving force against Germany. (Literally: England 
is the motor driving ageinst Germany.)" 

I suppose that is the French "force mobilc". 

"Her strongth lies in the following: 

"l1, Tho British themselves are proud, courageous, tenacious, firm 
in resistance end gifted as organisers. They know how to exploit every 
new development. They have the love of adventure and bravery of the 
Nordic race. Quality is lowered by dispersal, The German average is 
higher, 

"2, World power in itself, It has bcen constant for 300 years. 
Extended by the acquisition of allics, this power is not merely some- 
thing concrete, but must also be considered as a psychological force 
embracing the entire world, Add to this immeasurable wealth, with 
consequential financial credit, 

"3, Geopolitical safety end protection by strony sea power and 
a couragecus air force. 

"England's wocakneoss: 

"Tf in tho World War 1 we had had two bettleships and two cruisers 
more, ond if the battle of Jutland had bozun in the morning, the British 
flcot would heve been defeated and England brought to hor knees. It 
would have meant tho end of this war (that war, I take it). It was 
formerly not sufficient to defcat the flect. Landings had to be made 
in order to defeat England. England could provide her ow food supplics. 


Today that is no longer possible. 
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"The momont Enzlond's food supply routes arc cut, she is forced to 
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apitulate. The import of food and fuel depends on the fleet's 
protection, 

"If the German Air Force attacks English territory, England will 
not be forced to capitulate in one day. But if the flect is destroyed 
immediate capitulation will be the result. 

There is no doubt that a surprise attack can lead to a quick 

s¢ision, It would be criminal, however, for the government to rely 
entirely on the clement of surprise. 

"Experience has shown that surprise may be nullified by:- 

1) Disclosure outside the limit of the military circles concerned. 

2) More chance, which may ceuse the collapse of the whole 
onterprisc. 

3) Human failings. 

L) Weather conditions. 

"Tho final date for strikinc must be fixed well in advance. 
Beyond that time, the tension cannot be endurcd for long. It must 
be berne in mind that weather conditions can ronder any surprisc 


intervention by Navy and Air Force impossible. 
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ihis must be recardéd cs a most unfavorable basis of 
action. 

1) an effort rust be made to decl the enemy a signif- 
icant or the final decisive blow right at the start. Considerat- 
ion of rizkt end wrong or treaties do not enter into the matter, 
This will only bo possible if we cre not involved in a war with 
Englend on account of Poland. 

2) In cddition to tke surprise attack, preparation for 
© long wor must be nade, while opportunities on the Continent for 


England are climinated 


“The aruy will have to hold positions essential to the 
Navy ond sir Ferco., If Eoliand cnd Belgium cre successfully oc- 
cupied end held, «nd if Trenee is clso defected, the fundanental 
conditions for 2 succesful wer ascinst Mnglcnd will have boon 
secured, 

Wmnelond can then be blockaded from vestern Trance at 
close quarters by the ^ir Forco, while the avy with its submar- 
ines oxtend the rongo of‘tho blockede. 

“Consecucncics: 


“Sneland will not be able to fight on the Continent: 


“Daily attacks by the fir Forco and Navy will cut all 


mony will not bleed to death on land, 
“such strategy hes boon shown to bo necessary by 
“orld Wer I snd suoseaquent --ilitary operations 
“or I is responsible for the following strategic considerations 
which aro imperative :- 


“1. With a mere pewserful Uavy ct the outbreak of the 


4 


Var, or a wheeling movenent by the Army towards the Channel ports, 
the end would have been different, 

"2, £ country connot be brought to defeat by on air 
forco., It is impossible to attack all objectives sinultcnccusly, 
ond the lapse of time of a few minutes would evoke defense counter- 


Meansurcse 
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is, The unrestricted use of all resources is essential. 
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4, Once the Amay, in cooperation with the Air Force and 
Navy, hes taken the most importent positicns,industrial production 
will cease in flow in to the botte.less pit of the Army's battles, 
and ccn be diverted to bonefit the Air Force and Navy. 

"The Arny must, therefore, bo ezpnbie of taking these posit- 
ions. Systematic preparaticn nust be made for the attack. 

“stud: to this end is of the utmost importance, 

ithe ain will clways bo to force “ngland to her kneoos. 


5 


if weapon will only be of decisive impertance in winning 


battles, so long os the enoriy aces not porscss it. 

mhis applies to gas, submarines onc the fir Forco, It 
would be true cof the latter, for instanco, as long as the Inglish 
Fleet kad no aveilable counter-ecsuress; it will no longer bo the 
caso in 1940 and 1941, Against Poland, for exemple, tanks will be 
cffcctive, as the Polish ruy possesses no ccunter-lecsuress 

ivhere stroaichtforward pressure is no longer considered to 
be decisive. its place must bo taken by the cle ments of surprise 
and by mac.storly handling, 

Tre rost of tho jocw.ont, if tho Tribunal pleaso, deals 
more in detcil with militery plons ond prepcrations. I think 
it umnocessary to road further. 

The dcecunont just recd is the evidence which specifically 
supports the ecllocations in Peragrapk 4 (<) of Section IV (F) 
of the indictmont, <ppoaring on Pago 9 of tho printod text, relate 
ing tc the mecting of 23 Hey 1939. “ico think it loaves nothing 
unoroved in these a legations. 

THR PRESIDENT: “iir,/tlderman, perhaps you ought to read tho 
lest pace ond the last five lines, because they refer in torns to 
one cf the dcefonacnts,. 

VR. LIDERAN: I didn't read these, Ir, President, sinply 


becnuso I am convinced that thoy are mistranslated in the Dnglisk 
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translation. I will be glad to havo them read in the original 
Geriuan,. 
THE PRESIDENT: Very well, if you are of that orinion, 
MR. ALDDISXAN:; We could get it from the original German, 


THE PRESIDENT: You mean that the English trenslation is 


MR. ALDEREN: Yes. 

THE PROSIDENT: You had better inrorm us then if it is 

ine --LDEstiAl: | Did you have reference to the last parccraph 
headed “forking principles"? 


TEE PRESIDENT: Yes, the one cfter that, 


C? 


wane LLDENUANs Yes. Might I ask that the Gerjan interpreter 


ccs, Lt 


© 


read that, as it can be translated into the other languc 


is on Page 16 of the origincl, 


"Purpose: 

"1. Study of the entire problen. 

"2. Study cf the events. 

"3. Study of the means needed, 

"4. Study of the necossary training. 

‘Men with great powers of imaginaticn and high technical 
training must belong to the staff, 2s well as officers with sober 
sceptic pcwers of understending 

"orking principles: 
e No one is to take part in this who aces not havo to 
know of it. 

"Oo. Wo one can find out more than he nust know, 
"3. When must the person in question know it at the very 
latest? No one may know onything before it is necessary that he 


know it, 
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"On Gocring's question, the Fuchrer decided that: 
a) The armed forces determine what shall bo built. 
b) In the shipbuilding program, nothin; is to be changed. 
c) The armament programs are to be modeled on the ycars 1943 
or 19h. 

"Schrundt certified this text. 

MR ALDERMAN: ir President, the translation was closer than I had 
anticips.ucd. 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

UR ALDERMAN: We think, as I have just said, that this docuncnt 
lcaves nothing unproved in those allegations in the indictment, It 
denonstrates that the nazi conspirators were proceeding in accordance 
with a plan. It demonstratcs the cold-blooded premecitation of the assault 
on Polond. It dcnonstrates that the questions concerning Danzig, which 
the nazis had agitated with Poland as a political protcxt, were not truc 
questions, but were falso issucs, issucs agitatcd to conceal their notive 
of acercssive cxpansicn for food and lcbensrauri, 

In this presentation of conderming docwicnts, concerning the 
initiation of wer in Sceptcomber 1939, I must bring to the attention of the 
Tribunal a group of docuncents concerning an address by Hitler to his chicf 
military corzianders, at Obersalzberg, on 22 August 1939, just onc weck prior 
to the launching of the attack on Poland. 

We have three of these cocunents, related and constituting a single 


croupe The first onc, I do not intend to offer as cvidenee. The other 
Na G 


—— pum —. 


two, I shall cffcr. 
The reason forthat is this: The first of the three docuncnts cane 
into our possession through the medium of an Anmcrican newspapernan, and 
purported to be original minutes of this mecting at Obcrsalzberg, transnitted 
to this Ancrican ncwspaperman by some other person; and we had no proof 
of the actual colivery to the intermediary by the person who tock the 
notes. That docuncnt, thereforc, mcrcely served to alert our prosecution 
to sce if it could find soncthing better, Fortunatcly, we did got the 


othcr two docwicnts, which indicate that Hitler on that day made two speeches, 
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perhaps one in the morning, one in the afternoon, as indicated by the 
original munites, which we captured, By comparison of those two docunents 
with the first document, we conclude that the first docunent was a slightly 
garbled mcrgor of the two specoches. 

On August 22, 1939, Hitler had called togcther at Obersalzberg tho 
three supreme commanders of the three branches of the arncd forces, as well 
as the commanding gencrals, bearing the title "Obcerbcfchlishabers," Corumanders-= 
in—Chicf, 

I havc indicated how, upon discoverinz this first docuncnt, the 
prosecution sct out to find better evidence of what happened on this day. In 
this the prosccution succeeded. In the files of the OKI at Flensberg, the 
Oberkommando der Wehrmacht, Chicf of the High Command of the Arncd Forces, 
there were uncovered two speeches delivered by Hitler at Oborsalzborg, on 
2? August 1939. These are numbered docwients, Numbers 798 PS and 101); PS, 
in our series of documcnts, 

In order to keep serial numbers consceutive, if the Tribunal please, 
we have had the first docunent, which I do not intend to offer, marked for 
iccntification EXHIBIT USA 26 For Identification. Accordingly, I offer the 
second docunent, 798 PS in cvidence as EXHIBIT USA 29; and the third docuncnt, 
1014 PS as EXHIBIT USA 30, 

These are, again, cspccially tho first onc, rather lengthy speeches, and 
I shall not necossarily read the entire specche 

Reading from 798 PS, which is USA EXHIBIT 29, thc Fuehrer spcaks to the 
Commanders in Chief on 22 August 1939, 

THE PRESIDENT: Is there anything to show where the specch took place? 

MR ALDERMAN: Oborsalzbor-, 

THE PRESIDENT: Hew do you show that? 

MR ALDIRAN: You ncan on the document? 

THE PRESIDENT: Yes. 

HR ALDERMAN: I am afraid the indication "Obersalzberg," cance from the 
first cocument which I have not offered in cvidenec. I have no doubt that 


the defendants will adnit that Obersalzberg was the place of this spcecche 


The placc is not significant; it is the tinc, 
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THE PRESIDENT: Very well, 

MR ALDERMAN: (Reacing) "I have callcd you together to give you a 
picture of the political situation, in order that you may have insight into 
the individual clement on which I base my decision to act, and in order 
to strengthen your cenfidenee. After this, we will discuss nilitray details. 

"It was cloar to mc that a confict with Poland‘had to cone sponcr or 
later. ʻI had already made this decision in Spring." (I intcrpolate, I think 
he is tucre referring to the May document, which I have already read, L-79.) 
"But I thought I would first turn against thc West in a few years, and only 
afterwards against the East. But the scqucnee cannot bo fixcd. One cannot 
closc one's cycs cven before a threatening situation. I wanted to establish 
an acceptable relationship with Polan, in order to fight first against the 
West, but this plan which was agrecable to me could not be exceuted, since 
essential points have changed. 

"It became clear to me that Poland would attack us, in case of a 
conflict in the West. 

"Poland wants access to the sca, 

"The further development became obvious after the occupation of the 
lucmcl region, and it became clear to mc that under the circumstances a conflict 
with Polend could arire at an unopportune nonent, 

"I enuncrate as rcasons for this rcflcction, first of all, two 


personal 
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constitions (Isuppose he means "personalities." That probably is an 
inapt translation), my own personality, and that of Mussolini. 
Essentially, it depends on me, my existence, because of my political 
activity. ( I interpolate: to comment on the tremendous significance 
of the fact of a war which engulfed almost the whcele world, dependings 
on one man's personality.) 

"Furthermore, the fact that probable no one will ever again have 
the confidence of the whole German people as I do, There will probably 
never again be a man in the future with more authority. My existence is, 
therefore, a factorof great value, But I can be eliminated at any time 
by a criminal or an idiot. 

"The second personal factor is Il Duce, His existence is also 
decisive. If something happens to him, Italy's loyalty to the alliance 
will no longer be certain, The basic attitude of the Italian Court is 
against the Duce, -bove all, the Court sees in the expansion of the 
empire a burden. ‘the Duce is the man with the strongest nerves in Italy. 
V "The third factor, favorable for us is France, We can ask only 
benevolent neutrality from Spain, but this depends on Franco's personality 
He guarantees a certain uniformity and steadiness of the present system 
in Spain, We mst take into account the fact that Spain does not as yet have 
a facist Party of our internal unity, 

"On the other side ,a negative picture, as far as decisive personalities 
are concerned, There is no outstanding personality in England of France, 
(I interpolate: I think Adolf Hitler must have overlooked one in 
England , perhaps many.) 

(1r Alderman continues: ) 

"For us it is easy to make decisions, We have nothing to lose:we 
can only gain, Our econmic situation is such, because of our restrictions, 
that +. cxnnot hole out more than a few years, Goering can confirm this. 
We have no other choice; we must act. Our opponents risk much and gain only 
little. Englans's stake in a war is unimaginably great. Our enemies have 
men who are below average. Wo personalities, no masters, no men of action. 


I interpolate again, Perhaps that last sentence explains what he 
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constitions (Isuppose he means "personalities," That probably is an 
inapt ‘ranslation), my own personality, and that of Mussolini. 
Essentially, it depends on me, my e.istence, because of my political 
activity. ( I interpolate: to comment on the tremendous significance 
of the fact of a war which engulfed almost the whole world, dependings 
on one man's personality.) 

"Furthermore, the fact that probable no one will ever again have 
the confidence of the whole German people as I do. There will probably 
never again be a man in the future with more authority. lly existence is, 
therefore, a factorof great value. But I can be eliminated at any time 
by. a criminal or an idiot. 

"The second personal factor is Il Duce. His existence is also 
decisive, If something happens to him, Italy's loyalty to the alliance 
will no longer be certain, The basic attitude of the Italian Court is 
against the Duce. Above all, the Court sees in the expansion of the 
empire 1 hurden, The Duce is the man with the strongest nerves in Italy, 
v "Ihe third factor, favorable for us is France, We can ask only 
benevolent neutrality from Spain, but this depends on Francots personality 
He guarantees a certain uniformity and steadiness of the present system 
in Spain, “Ye mst take into account the fact that Spain does not as yet have 
a facist Party of cur internal unity, 

"On the other side ,a negative picture, as far as decisive personalities 
are concerned, There is ne outstanding personality in England of France, 
(I interpolate: I think Adolf Hitler must have overlooked one in 
England , perhaps many.) 

(1r Alderman continues;) 

"For us it is easy to make decisions, We have nothing to lose:we 
can only gain. Our econmic situation is such, because of our restrictions, 
that we cannot hold out more than a few years. Goering can confirm this. 
“we have no other choice; we must act. Our opponents risk much and gain only 
little, Englans's stake in a war is unimaginably great. Our enemies have 
men who are below average. Wo personalities, no masters, no men of action, 


I interpolate again. Perhaps that last sentence explains what he 
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meant by no personalities -= no masters having authority thst he had over 
his natione 

"Resideg. the personal factor, the political situation is favorable 
for us,; in the Mediterranean rivalry amont to Italy, France, and England; 
in the Orient tension, which leads to the alarming of the ?‘ohammedan world. 

"The English empire did not emerge from the last war strengthened, 
From a maritime point of view, nothing was achieved: Conflict between Englan: 
and Ireland, the south African Union became more independent, concessions 
had to be made to India, Enzlanc is in great danger, unhealthy industries . 
A British statesman can look ints the future only with concern, 

"France's position has also deteriorated, particularly in the 
iiediterr angan .. 

"Further favorable factors for us are these: 

"Since Albania there is an equilibrium of power in the Balkans, 
Yugoslavia carries the germ of collapse because of her internal situation . 

"Rumania did not grow stronger, She is liable to attack und 
vulnerable, She is threatened by Hunary and Bulzaria. Since Kemal's 


death, Turkey has bcon ruled by amall minds, insteady wed men. 


"ill these fa: nate cires “stances will no longer prevail in two to 
three years, No ove ‘mows “ow Low L chall live, Therefore conflict better 
NOW. 

"The creation of Gronte: Gormiivy was a great achicvement politically 


but militarily it wes cucetionabie, since it was achieved through a bluff 

of the political leaders, It is necessary to test the military, if at 

all possible, not by general settlement, but by solving individual tasks. 
"The relation to Poland has become unbearable. My Polish policy 

hitherto was in contrast to the ideas of the people, My propostitions to 

Polandthe Danzig corridor, were disturbed by England's intervention. 

Poland changed her tune towards us, The initative cannot be allowed to pass 

to others, This moment is more favorablethan in two to three years, An 

attempt on my life or iussolini's could only thange the situation to our 

disndvantace. One cannot eternally stand opposite one another with 


cocked rifle. A survested compromise wo ld have demanded that we change 
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our convictions and make agreeable gestures, They talked to us again in 
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the language of Veraailles, There was danger of losing prestige. Now 
the probability is $till great that the West will not interfere, We must 
accept the risk with reckless resolution, A politician mst accept a risk 
as much as a military leader, We are facing the alternative to strike 


or to be destroyed with certainty sooner ot later," 
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We skip a paragraph, two paragraphs. 

"Now it is also a great risk. Iron nerves, iron resolution." A 
long discussion follows which I think it is unnecessary to read, and 
then towards the end, I resume: "We need not be afraid of a blcckade, 
The East will supply us with grain, cattle, coal, lead and zinc. It is 
a big arm, which demands great efforts. I am only afraid that at the 
ast minute some Schweinehund will make a proposal for mediation." And 
then the last paragraph of one sentence: "Goering answers with thanks 
to the Fuehrer and the assurance that the armed forces will do their duty." 

I believe I have already offered Exhibit 30, which is a shorter note 
entitled, "Second Speech by the Fuehrer on 22 August 1939." Reading then 
from United States Exhibit 30, headed, “Second Speech by the Fuehrer on 
22 sugust 1939: 

"It may also turn out differently regarding England and France. 
One cannot predict it with certainty. I figure on a trade-barrier, not 
on blockadc, and with severance of relations. iost iron determination 
on our side. Retreat before nothing. Everybody shall heve to make a 
point of it that we were determined from the beginning to fight the 
Western powers. Struggle for life or death. Germany has won every 


war as long as she was united. Iron, unflinching attitude of all 


09 


superiors, greatest confidences, faith in victory, overcoming of,.the 
past by getting used to heaviest strain. A long period of peace would 
not do us any good. Therefore it is necessary to expect everything. 
Menly bearing. It is not machines that fight cach other, but me. We 
have the better quality of men, kental factors are decisive. The op- 
posite camp has weakcr people. In 1918, the Nation fell down because 
the mental prerequisites were not sufficient. Frederic the Great secured 
final success only through his mental power. 

"Destruction of Poland in the foreground. The aim is elimination 
of living forces, not the arrival at a certain linc, Even if war should 
break out in the Vest, the destruction of Poland shall be the primary 


objective. Quick dccision because of the season. 
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"I shall give a propagandistic cause for starting the war, never 
mind whether it be plausible or not. The victor shall not be asked, 
later on, whether we told the truth or not. In starting and making a 
war, not the Right is what matters but Victory. 

"Have no pity. Brutal attitude. 80,000,000 people shall get what 
is their right. Their existence has to be secured, The strongest has 
the Right. Greatest severity. 

"Quick decision neccessary. Unshakeble faith in the German soldier. 
i crisis may happen only if the nerves of the leaders give way. 

"First aim: advance to the Vistula and Narew., Our technical super- 
iority will break the nerves of the Poles. Every newly croated Polish 
force shall azain be broken at once. Constant war of atrition. 

"New German frontier according to healthy principle. Possibly a 
protectorate as a buffer. ilitery opcrations shall not be influenced 
by these reflections. Complcte destruction of Poland is the military 
aim. To be fast is the main thine. Pursuit until complete elimination 

"Conviction that the German Wehrmacht is up te the requirements. 
The start shall be ordered, probably by Saturday morning," 

That ends the exhibit. The Tribunal will recall that in fact the 
start was actually postponed until September L. 

DR. STAHUER: I should like to make a statement or explanation of 
these last two read documents, both the documents that were read es well 
as the third that was not read, but however which was taken into consi- 
dcration, sre not recognized by the Defense. In order to avoid the 
appearance that this cbjection has becn raised without due reason, I 
should like to justify it as follows: Both the documents that were 
read contain a number of factual mistckes. They are not signed. hore- 
over, only onc mecting tock place, and this is the cause for the lack 
of precision of the documents. No one in that mecting was commissioned 
with taking down stenorraphically the events in the meeting, and since 
all signatures are lacking, it can not be determined who wrote them 
or who is responsible for their reliability. The third cocument that 


was not read is, according tc the photostatic copy in the Defense's 
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document room, simply written by typewriter. There is no indication of 
place nor timc. 

THE PRESIDENT: Well, we have nothing to do with the third document 
because it has not been read. 

DR. STAHMER: Mr. President, this document has nevertheless been 
published in the press and was apparently given to the press by the 
prosecution, Both the defense and the defendants have consequently a 
lively interest in giving a short explanation of the facts conccrning 


this dccument. 
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THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal is trying this case in accordance with 
the evidence and not in accordance with what is in the press, and the 
third document is not in evidence before us. 
MR. ALDERMAN: May it please 'the Tribunal, I recognize that 
counsel wonder how these two documents which I have just read are in 
our hands. They come to us from dn authentic source, They are German 
documentse They were found in the OKW files, If they aren't correct 
records of what occurred, it surprises us that with the thoroughness with 
which the Germans kept accurate records, they would have had these 
records in their OKW files that didn't represent the truth. 
THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Alderman, the Tribunal will of course hear 
what evidence the defendants choose to give with reference to the 
documents. 


MR. ALDERMAN; It has occurred to me in that connection that if } 


- — 


any of these defendants have in their possession what is a more correct 


| 
transcription of what the Fuehrer said on this occasion, the court | 
should consider that, On the other question referred to by counsel, r | 
feel somewhat guilty. It is quite true that by a mechanical slip, the ane 
got the first document, which we never at all intended them to have. I 
feel somewhat responsible. It happened to be included in the document 
books that were handed up to the court on Friday, because we had only 
intended to refer to it and give it an identification mark and not to 
offer it. I had thought that no documents would be released to the 
press until they were actually offered in evidence. With as large an 
organization as we have, it is very difficult to police all those 
matters. 

THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Alderman, the Tribunal would like to know how 
many of these documents are given to the press. 

MR. ALDERMAN: I can't answer that, 

COL. STOREY: May it please the Tribunal, it is my understanding 
that as and when documents are introduced in evidence, then they are 


made available to the press. 


THE PRESIDENT: In what numbers? 
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COL: STOREY: I think about 250 copies of each one, about 200 
or 250 mimeographed copies. 

(Laughter among defendants and counsel.) 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal thinks that the defendants' counsel 
should have copies of these documents before any of them are handed to 
the press. I mean to say that in preference to gentlemen of the press, 
the defendants! counsel Should have the doeuments. 

COL. STOREY: Your Honor, if it pleases the court, I understand 
that these gentlemen had the ten documents on Saturday morning or Sunday 
morninge It had them for 2 hours, copies of the originals of these 
documents that have been read today, down in the information center, 

THE PRESIDENT: I stated, in accordance with the provisional 
arrangements which was made, and which was made upon your representation, 
that ten copies of the trial briefs and five copies of the volumes of 
documents should be given to the defendants’ counsel, 

COL. STOREY: Sir, I had the receipts that they were deposited at 
the room, 

THE PRESIDENT : Yes, but what I am pointing out to you, Colonel 
Storey, that if 250 copies of the documents can be given to the press, 
then the defendants! counsel should not be limited to five copies. 

COL. STOREY: If your honor please, the 250 copies are the 
mimeographed Copies in English when they are introduced in evidence, 

I hold in my hands or in my briefcase here a receipt that the document 
books and the briefs were delivered 2) hours in advance. 

THE PRESIDENT: You don't seem to understand what I am putting to 
you, which is this: hat if you can afford to give 250 copies of the 
documents in English to the Press, you can afford to give more than five 
Copies of the defendants! counsel ==- one each, 

COL. STOREY: I see your point, your Honor-~ 

THE PRESIDENT; Well, we needn't discuss it further. In the 
future that will be done. 

DR. DIX: May I make the point that of the evidence documents, every 
defense counsel shall receive one copy and not simply one for several 


members of the defense, 
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THE PRESIDENT: Go on, Mr. Alderman. 

MR. ALDERMAN: The aggressive war having been initiated-in September, 
1939, anc Poland having been totally defeated shortly after the initial 
assaults, the Nazi aggressors converted the war into a general war of 
aggression extending into Scandinavia, into the Low Countries, and into 
the Balkans. Under the division of the case between the four chief 
prosecutors, this aspect of the matter is left to presentation by the 


British chief prosecutor. 
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Another change that we have made in our plan which I perhaps should 
mention is that following the opening statement by the British chief 
prosecutor on Count 2, we expect to resume the detailed handling of the 
latter phases of the aggressive war phase of the case. The British 
instead of the Americans will deal with the details of the aggression 
against Poland. Then with this expansion of the war in Europe and as a 
joint part of the American case under Count 1 and the British case under 
Count 2, I shall take up the aggression against Russia and the Japanese 
aggression in detail. So that the remaining two subjects with which I 
shall ultimately deal in more detail, namely by presentation of significant 
documents,:is the case of the attack on the Union of Socialist Soviet 
Republics on the 22nd of June 191, and the case on collaboration between 
Italy and Japan and Germany and the resulting attack on the United States 
on the 7th of December, 19). 

As to the case on aggression against the Soviet Union, I shall, at 
this point, present two documentse The first of these two documents 
establishes the premeditation ami deliberation which preceded the attack. 
Just as, in the case of aggression against Czechoslovakia, the Nazis had 
a code name for the secret operation "Case Green} so in the case of 
aggression in the Soviet Union, they had a code name "Case Barbarossa", 

THE PRESIDENT: How do you spell that? 

MR. ALDERMAN: Beaer-b-a-r-o-s-s-a- after Barbarossa of Kaiser 
Friederich, From the files of the OKW at Flensburc we have a secret 
directive, Number 21, issued from the Fuehrer's Headquarters on 
18 December 1940, relating to Case Barbarossa. This directive is more 
than six months in advance of the attacke Other evidence will show that 
the planning occurred even earlier. The document is signed by Hitler 
and is initialled by the defendant Jodl and the defendant Keitel. This 
secret order was issued in nine copies, The captured document is the 
fourth of these nine copies. It is Numbered Document 6 P-S, in our 
numbered sericese 


I offer it in evidence as Exhibit U.S.A. 31. 
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If the Tribunal please, I think it will be sufficient for me to read 
the first page of that directive. The first page of the English 


translation. The paging may be different on the German original. 
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It is headed "The Fuehrer nnd commander-in-chief of the German Armed 
Forces" with a number of initials, the meaning of which I do not know, except 
OKW. It seems to be indicated to go to GK Chiefs, which I suppose to be 
Genersl Kommando Chiefs, "The Fuehrer's Headquarters, 18 December 1940. 
Secret. Only through Officer. Nine copies, Ath copy. Directive Number 
2l, case Barbarossa, 

"The German Armed Forces must be prepared to crush Soviet Russia ina 
quick campaign before the end of the war aginst England. (Case Barbarossa) 

For this purpose the Army will have to employ 2ll available units with 
the reservation that the occupied territories will have to be safeguarded 
agninst surprise attacks, 

For the Eastern campzign the Airforce will have to free such strong 
forces for the support of the Army that a quick completion of the ground 
operstions may be expected and that damage of the eastern German territories 
will be avoided 2s much 4s possible, This concentration of the main effort 
in the East is limited by the following reservation: Theat the entire battle 
and armcment creo dominated by us must remain sufficiently protected against 
enemy air attacks and that the sttacks on England and especially the supply 
for them must not be permitted to brezk down, 

Concentration of the main effort of the Novy remzins unequivoc:lly 
against England also during an Eastern campzrign,. 

If occasion arises I will order the concentration of troops for action 
against Soviet Russia eight weeks before the intended beginning of operations. 
Preparations requiring more time to start sre - if this hes not yet 

been done - to begin presently and re to be complcted by 15 May 1941. 

Gre:t caution has to be exercised that the intention of an attek will 
not be recognized, 

The preparctions of the High Command are to be made on the following 
basis: 

I. General Purpose: 
The mass of the Russian Army is Western Russia is to be destroyed in 
daring operations by driving forward deep wedges with tanks and the retreat 
of intact battle-ready troops into the wide spaces of Russia is to be 


prevented, 
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In quick pursuit a (given) line is to be reached from where the 
Russian Airforce will no longer be able to 2ttack German Reich territory, 
The first gocl of operations is the protection from Asintic Russian from 
the genercl line Volg:-irchangelsk, In case of necessity, the lest 
industrial area in the Urals left to Russiz could be eliminated by the 
Luftwaffe, 
In the course of these operations the Russian Baltic Sea Fleet will 
quickly erase its bases and will no longer be ready to fight. 
Effective intervention by the Russian Airforce is to be prevented 
through forceful blows at the beginning of the operstions," 
Another secret document, captured from the OKW files... 
THE PRESIDENT: Mr. Alderman, perhzps that would be a convenient time 
to adjourn for ten minutes, 
(The court then, at 3:41 p.m. took a recess) 
AFTER RECESS 
MR, ALDERMAN: If it please the Tribuncl, another secret document 
captured from the OK? files, we think, establishes the motive for the attack 
on the Soviet Union. It also establishes the full awareness of the Nazi 
conspirators of the crimes zgainst humanity which would result from their 
attack, The document is 2 mamorandum of 2 May, 1941, concerning the results 
of 2 discussion on thet dy with the State Secretaries concerning the 
Barbarossa, The document will be an issue by a rember of the Sovict Staff, 
about General Thom=s, set up to handle the economic .xploitation of the 
territory occupied by the Germans during the course of the aggression .goinst 
Russia, The document is numbered 2718-PS, and our numbered series of docu- 
ments are offered in evidence as Exhibit USA 32, 
I shall simply rosd the first two paragraphs of this document, including ' 
the introductory matter: 
"Matter for Chief; 2 copies; first copy to files la." 
The result is known to -ll of us, 
I turn now to the Nazi collaboration with Italy and Japan and the result- 
ing attrck on the United States on 7 December, 194l. With the unleashing of 


the German aggressive war ogninst the Seviet Union in June, 1941, the Nazi 


conspirators and, in porticular, the Defendant Ribbentrop,.called upon the 
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stern co-architect of the New Order, Japen, to attack in the rear, Our 


evidence will show that they incited 2nd kept in motion a force reasonably 


>” cul nted 
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to result in an attack on the United States. For a timc, 
they maintained their purposo with the prefercnce that the 
United States not be involved in the conflict, renalizin 

che military implication of an entry of the Unitod States 
into the War, Hovever, their incitement did result in 
tac attack oi Pearl Harbor, and long prior to that attack, 
they had assured the Japaneso that thoy would declare War 
on the United States should a United States-Jnnancse 
conflict occur. it wes in reliance on thosc assurances 
that the Japancso struck at Pearl Harbor. 

On the presont discussion of this phaso of tho caso, 

I snall offer only one document to prove this point. The 
document was captured from the files of the Gormen Foreign 
Offiso. it consists of notes dated 4 April 1941, signed 


by "Schmidt," rocarding discussions botween the Fuehrer and 


n 2 ô 7 a a) E £. a E. Ca i 
in our numbered serics, and I offer it in ovidonce as 
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Exhibit USA 33, In the original, it is in very largo 
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typowritten form in Gorman, I shall read what I docm to 


be the portinent parts of this documont beginnins with 
+ 2 g: -» 


the four paragraphs, first roading the heading bcing, 
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" sexsccond copy to @oneral Schubert, lag 2, 1941, 
Memorandum; About tho result of to-day diseussion with 
the Stato Secrotarios nbout Earbarossea. 

"1) The war can only bo continued if dl armed 
forces are fed by Russia in tho third year of war. 
"2.) There is no doubt that as a result many 
millions of people will be stervod to death if 
take out of tho country the things necessary for us," 
That documont has already beon commonted on and quoted 
from in lire Justice Jackson's opcning statement. The 
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staggering implications of that docunent are hard to roalize. 
-In the words of the document, the motive for the attack was 
that the War which the Nazi conspirators had launched in 
September, 1939, can only be continued if 211 Armed Forces 
are fed by Russia in the third yoar of the War. Perhaps 
there never was a morc sinistor sentence written than the 
sentence in this document which reads: 


d 


"There is no doubt that as a result many millions 
of people w% 11 be starved to death if wo tako out of 


the country the things noccssary for us." 
v - uv 


s 
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"MATSUOKA thon also cxpressed tho roguost, that the 
FUBHRER should instruct tho proper authoritics in 
Germany to meot as broademindedly as possible the 
wishes of tho Japanese Military Commission, Japan 
was in nocd of German help particularly concerning 
the U-boat war farc, which could bo givon by making 
avalileblo to thom the latest oxpericnces of the war 
as wcll as tho latcst technical improvements and 
inventions,” 

For the record, I am reading on what is page six of 

the German original. 
"Japan would do her utmost to avoid a war with the 
United States, In case that the country should decide 


to attack Singapore, the Japanese navy, of coursc, had 


E 
to be prepared for a fight with the United States, 
because in that case ‘America probably would side with 
Great Britain. le (Matsuoka) personally believed, 

that the United States could be restrained by diplomatic 
exertions from entering the war et the side of Great 
britain. Army nd Navy had, however, to count on the 
worso situation, that is with war against America. 

They wore of the opinion that such a war would extend 


for five years or longer and would take the form of 
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gucrilla warfare in the Pacific and would be fought 
out in the South Sea, For this reason the German 
expericnecs in her guerilla warfare are of the 
greatest value to Japane It was a question how 
such a war would best be conducted and how #11 the 
technical improvements of submarines, in all details 


such as periscopes md such like, could best be 


exploited by Janan, 








A TAT 


"To sum up, Matsuoka requested that the Fuchrer should sce to it 


26 Nov - A = AB =- } 


that the proper German authoritiċs would place et the disposal of the 
Japanese these developments and inventions c:ncerning navy and army, 
which were necded by the Japancse. 

"The Fuchrer promised this and pointed out that Germany too 
considered a conflict with the United States undesirable, but that 
it had already made allowance for such a contingency, In Germany 
onc was of the opinion that America's contribution depended upon the 
possibilities of transportation, and that this again is conditioned 
by the available tonnage. Germany's war against tonnage, however, 


means 2 decisive weakening not merely agcinst England, but also 


against america, Germany hos made hor preparations so, that no 
American could land in Europe. She would conduct a most energetic 
fight against America with her U-boats and her Luftwaffe, and due 

to her superior expericnce, which would stili have to be acquired 
by the United States, she would be vastly superior, ond that quite 
apart from the fact, that the Gorman soldier naturally ranks high 

above the American, 

"In the further course of the disevssicn the Fuchrer pointed 
out, that Germany cn her part would immcdiatcly take the consequences, 
if Japan would got involved with the United States. It did not 
matter with whom the United States would first get involved if with 
Germany or with Japan. They would alwsys try to eliminate onc 
country at a time, not to come to an understanding with the other 
country subsequently, Therefore Germany would strike, as already 
mentioned, without delay in case of a conflict detween Japan and 
America, because the strength of the tripartite powers lies in their 
joined action, their weakness would be if they would let themselves 
be beaten individually. 

"Matsuoka once more repeated his roquest, that the Fuchrer 
might give the necessary instructions, in order that the proper 
German authoritics would place at thedisposal of the Japanese the 
latest improvements and inventions, which are of interest to them, 
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Because the Japancse navy had to prepare immediately for a conflict 
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"To sum up, Matsuoka requested that the Fuchrer should sco to it 
that the proper German authoritics would place ct the disposal of the 
Japanese these developments and inventions c<ncerning navy and army, 
which were needed by the Japanese. 

"The Fuchrer promised this and pointed out that Germany too 
considered a conflict with the United States undesirable, but that 
it had already made allowance for such « contingency. In Germany 
onc was of the opinion that America's contribution depended upon the 
possibilities of transportation, and that this again is conditioned 
by the available tonnage. Germany's war against tonnage, however, 
means a decisive weakening not merely aginst England, but also 
against America, Germany hos made her preparations so, that no 
American could land in Europe. Sho would conduct a most energetic 
fight against Amorica with her U-bonts and her Luftwaffe, and due 
to her superior expericnee, which would still have to be acquired 
by the United States, she would be vastJy superior, and that quite 
apart from the fact, that the Gorman soldicr naturally ranks high 
above the American, 

"In the further course of the discussion the Fuchrer pointed 
out, that Germany on her part would immediately tako the consequences, 
if Japan would got involved with the United States. It did not 
matter with whem the United States would first ect involved if with 
Germany or with Japan. They would always try to climinate one 
country at a time, not to come to an understanding with the other 
country subsequently. Therefore Germany would strike, os already 
mentioned, without delay in case of a conflict between Japan and 
America, because the strength cf the tripartite powers lies in their 
joined action, their weakness would be if they would let themselves 
be beaten individually, 

"Matsuoka once more repeated his roquest, that the Fuchrer 
might give the necessary instructions, in order that the proper 
German authoritics would place at thedisposal of the Japenese the 


latest improvements and invontions, which are of interest to them, 


Because the Japanese navy had to prepare immediately for a conflict 
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ith the United States. 

"is regards Japanese =- American relationship, Matsucka explained 
Sarthcor that he has always declared in his country, that sooner or 
Jator a war with the United States would be unavoidable, if Japan 
continued to drift along as et present, In his opinion this conflict 
rould happen rather sooner than later, His argumentation went ony, 
why should Japan, therefore, not decisively strike at tho right 


syns and take the 
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risk upon herself of a fight against America? Just thus would she 
perhaps avoid a war for generations, particularly if she gained 
predominance in the South Sease There are, to be sure, in Japan 

many who hesitate to follow those trends of thought. Matsuoka was 
considered in those circles a dangerous man with dangerous thoughts. 
He, however, stated that, if Japan continued to walk along her present 
path, one day she would have to fight anyway and that this would then 
be under less favorable circumstances than at present. 

"The Fuehrer replied that he could well understand the situation 
of Matsuoka, because he himself was in similar situations (the clearing 
of the Rhineland, declaration of sovereignty of armed Forces. He too 
was of the opinion that he had to exploit favorable conditions and 
accept the risk of an anyhow unavoidable fight at a time when he hin- 
self was still young and full of vigor. How right he was in his 
attitude was proven by events. Europe now was free. He would not 
hesitate a moment to instantly reply to any widening of the war, be it 
by Russia, be it by America. Providence favored those who will not 
let dangers come to them, but who will bravely face theme 

"Matsuoka replied, that the United States or rather their ruling 
politicians had recently stili attempted a last manoeuvre towards 
Japan, by declaring that America would not fight Japan on account of 
China or the South Seas provided that Japan gave free passage to the 
consignment of rubber and tin to America to their place of destina- 
tion. However, America would war against Yapan the moment she felt 
that Japan entered the war with the intention to assist in the des- 
truction of Great Britain. Such an argumentation naturally did not 
miss its effect upon the Japanese, because of the education oriented 
on English lines which many had received. 

"The Fuehrer commented on this, that this attitude of America did 
not mean anything but that the United States had the hope, that, as 
long as the British World Empire existed, one day they could advance 
against Japan together with Great Britain, whereas, in case of the 


collapse of the World Empire, they would be totally isolated and 
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could not do anything against Japan. 
"The Reich Foreign Minister interjected that the Americans precisely 
under all circumstances wanted to maintain the powerful position of 


England in East Asia, but that on the other hand it is proved by this 


attitude, to what extent she fears a joint action of Japan and Germany. 
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woisucks continued that it sooned’ to hin of inportsnce to 
vco to the Tuchrer cn absolutely cloar pisture of tho roal at- 
situċżc insice Japan, For this reason ke also hee to inforn him 
cepetfully of the fact thet he (Matsuoka) in his capacity as 
ocncose iinister for Foreign Affeirs covld not utter in Japan 
went 2 single word cf all that ke hed exncunded before tho Fuekrer 
the Relch Foreign Minister rersarding his plens., ‘This would 
o iit. serious danego in political end finencicel circles. Once 
no had conmnitted the mistake, befcro he became Javanese 
istor for Foroign affairs, to tell 2 clese friend soncthin 
his intentions. It seems that the latter had sproad these 


ngzs ond trus brought cbeut 211 sorts of runors, which he as 


-oroin iiinister had to cypcse ene rgotically, thouch as 2 rule 

Lo clways tells tho truth. Under these circumstences he also 
could not in ate, kow scon he could report on the auesticns dis- 
cussca to the Japanese Premier or to the imporor. Ife would heve 
to study oxactly and carefully in the first place tho aeve lopment 
in Japon, so as to meke his decision ct a favoreble ronment 


“coke & cloar breast of his preper plens towards the Prince KONOYE 


u 


4-7, 


uO Emperor. Then the decision weuld kave to bo made within 

ţa iow days, because the plans weuld otherwise be spoiled by talk, 
"Should he, lictsuoke, fnil to carry out his intentions, that 

nld be proof that he is lacking in influence, in power of con- 

1, N4 in tactical capabilitics, Eowever, should he succeed, 

3 would prove that he hed groat influence in Japan. Ee himself 

it confident that he would succcod, 

“On his return, boing questicned, he would indeed admit to 


tho Smporor, the Premier cnd the ifini 


u 


ters for tho Navy cnd theo 


haiy, that Singapore had been discussed; he would, howover, state 


"Besides this “iatsuclka nede the express request not to ecblo 
in the inatter of Singapore because he had reason to fear that by 
ecDling something might leak out, If noccessary he would send a 


Urlor. 
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"The Fuchror agreed and assured after cll, that he could 


rest cntiroly assured of Goruan reticence, 


replisd he belicved indocd in German reticenoo, 


litte, Geo Tre 
iant i k uro, 


tho s2ro of Japan. 


but unfortunately cculà not say 








ME NMI 


H0007 -0077 
2 6 NOV =À -Chi en 


"The discussion was terminated after the exchange of some personal 
parting words, 

"Berlin, the hth of April 191. 

"signed; SCHMIDT." 

This corpletes the presentation of what I have called the "handful of 
sclected documents," offercd not as a detailed treatment of any of these 
wars of aggression but merely to rrove the deliberate planning, the dclibcrate 
pronccvitation with which each of these aggressions was carricd out. 

I turn to a more detailed anc more or less chronological presentation of 
the various stages of the aggressione 

THE PRESIDENT: The Tribunal will now adjourn until ten o'clock 
tomorrow. 


(iwhoreupon, at 1645 hours the hearing of the Tribunal adjourned 


to reconvene at 27 November 19h45, at 1000 hours.) 





